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A bottle specially designed for smooth, 
. ®) even flow. POOPCEE makes sure baby won't 

@ have to struggle to get his milk. 
Won't get cranky while drinking— 
and feel exhausted afterward 

Give baby a feed with POOPCEE. He’ll be 

POOPCEE GIVES B ABY really satisfied—because he’s properly 
nourished. As baby continues to thrive, 

THE NATUR AL COMFORT you'll be glad you trusted POOPCEE. 

HE NEEDS 
Much as you’d like to breast-feed baby, 
sometimes Nature lets you down. 

Never mind. You can rely on POOPCEE 
Feeder to care for your baby with all the 

love that you do. A nipple that’s mother- 
soft, easy to suck. 

poop-cee India’s largest selling baby feeders & nipples. 
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Wounds come in all sha 

So do BAND-AID Dress 

STANDARD STRIP 
for cuts and grazes 

GIANT STRIP 
for larger wounds. . 

PATCH 
for hard-to-bandage places oils and pimples 

Each BAND-AID Dressing has 

@ anew non-stick pad for greater 
comfort, faster healing 

@ a proven antiseptic that helps 
to mend broken skin , 

@ tiny pores that let in air to 
speed up healing. 

Wounds are open to infection. 
Protect them with BAND-AID 
Dressings. Available in different 
shapes and sizes to conveniently 
cover any wound. 

Always keep a pack of BAND-AID 
Dressings handy. 

Protect against infection  —__ 
with GLO 
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BAND-AID AND 
JOHNSON & JOHNSON 
ARE TRADEMARKS OF 
JOHNSON & JOHNSON 
USA © J&J 79 
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THE LONELY WIVES CLUB 
With more and more jobs 

requiring travelling, women 
find themselves husbandless 

much of the time. 
Interviews with women 
who find this lifestyle 

intolerable and some who 
look upon it as an opportunity 

to grow on their own. 
Page 10. 
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_ RUMKI ROY 
QNBU 

Took to dancing in childhood. 
Has had a number of stage 
performances all over India. A 
star at the age of four. Has 
appeared in Bengali, Hindi 
and Tamil films. Now back 
in films with the screen name 
Sujata Roy. Has signed for 
several Bengali, Malayalam 
and Hindi films, both in lead 
and second lead roles. Inter- 
ested in painting and very 
keen to be a good actress. 

LISTEN TO THE DEAF 

The deaf have special 
problems, though 
their handicap is often 
looked upon as a minor one. 
Chief among them is 
general public ignorance 
about hearing impairment. 
A thought-provoking article. 
Page 17. 

Fhotograpn : Farokh Reporter 

ALL THE WORLD 
WATCHES A LOVER 

Ingenious are the ways 
young lovers find to avoid 

detection of their meetings. 
Page 38. 
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No more energy crisis. Recharge = bee 
ampro glucose Biscuits. seme 

Ah! LIFE IS FUN =o 
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Now a rich, modern shampoo 
ald really economical price 
for everyone in your family 

ae Hi 

Today's shampoo—rich and thick: 
That's New Palmolive Family Shampoo. 
Not too thick nor too thin. 
Lathers well in hard or soft water. 
Hair care for everyone: 
New Palmolive Family Shampoo is 
formulated to suit everyone in your family. It’s gentle on children’s hair. 
Leaves your hair soft and gleaming. 
Cleans without that dry feeling — 
just right for the man of the house too. 
Costs so little: 
Yes, New Palmolive Family Shampoo 
gives your whole family the luxury of a good, rich shampoo. Yet it costs less 
than any shampoo of its kind, 
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Ne - ae | L Good. rich shampoo for your tarvily Pp | : Bi iy: ; aimotive rami ampoo- 
ki Pe Oo” | Neamt ” ne Good, rich shampoo for your family New Palmolive 

Family Shampoo 



_. they can send 

“Coloured 
have to undergo a virginity test 

immigrant’ women 

at London’s Heathrow airport.” 
What do they mean by this? The 
Home Office claims that “this 
helps them to identify women 
attempting to enter the country 
illegally”. Can there be anything 
more ridiculous than this? | 
wonder whether anything more 
demeaning has ever been con- 
trived to humiliate a “coloured” 
woman. What about the white 
women who enter England from 
other countries? Their argument 
is “if a Hindu woman _ is found 
to be a virgin, she would be be- 
lieved to be unmarried and if 
not she would be married.” Why 
only Hindu? Why not Muslims 
and Christians? Aren’t they also 
“coloured” and ‘Indian’? Even 
granting they discover loss of 

virginity, can it prove anything? 
Is there a rule that a woman 
must lose her virginity from the 
day she is wed? Aren't there 
many Indian boys who return 
to their country, marry, and 

wives behind until 
for them? Is it 

not possible that Indian men liv- 
ing in England could’ marry 
widows or divorcees from: India? 
And is it an impossibility for In- 
dian boys to marry non-virgins? 
1 feel this method of finding out 
whether the woman is a fiancee 
of the man, is not only flimsy 
and clumsy but also “criminal”. 
A prominent . British gynaecolo- 
gist at London’s © Hammersmith 

leave their 

Hospital has said that it is 
“scandalous” and ‘obscene’. It 
is believed that Indian~ immi- 
grant leaders are deeply em- 
barrassed. Many feel utterly hu- 
miliated. But what is being done? 

~,SRIJAYA N. CHAR, Bangalore 

Indian women are already sub- 
ject to a lot of discrimination, 
restrictions and_ social taboos. 

But, to subject our women to a 

degrading virginity test is the 

utter limit! 

Such an examination, it seems, 

enables the immigration autho- 

rities to decide whether the wo- 

men are bonafide fiancees, en- 

titled to enter the country, or 

whether they are married. The 

clear implication is that, if a 

Hindu woman is found to be a 

virgin, she would be believed to 

be unmarried; and, if she was 

found not to be a virgin, she 

Fa, *Giiele Slnaity Adar. 3 = 9, 1979 

would be believed to be mar- 
ried! 

Should we endure such degra- 
dation? Would foreign women 
consent to such medical exami- 
nations, before entering India? 
And why single out Indian wo- 
men? A question left unanswered 
is: would white immigrant wo- 
men from, say, Australia or 
Canada, be subjected to such 
degradation? And what would 
happen if unmarried women 
were found not to be virgins? 
According to the British immi- 
gration officials, they would be 
sent back to India, for further 

fusing her request to be seen by 
a lady doctor. 

In a country like U.K. which 
boasts so much of modern civi- 
lisation, it is really shocking 
that such an inhuman act can be 
perpetuated — an insult not 
only to women but to humanity. 

B. N. BOSE, Jamshedpur 
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Whatever the rationale behind 
the virginity test compulsorily 
performed on an Indian teacher 
at Heathrow airport recently, it 
is a gross violation of human 

"shod 
INDIGNATION! 
PROTEST! 

THIS WEEK WE REPRODUCE A FEW OF THE MANY 

LETTERS WHICH POURED INTO THIS OFFICE, AFTER 

- THE SHAMEFUL HEATHROW INCIDENT 

investigation! If foreigners en- 
tering India were subjected to a 
similar virginity test, how many 
women do you think would be 
able to enter our country? 

MRS. MOHINI RAMALINGAM, 

Coimbatore 

The episode in which an Indian 
woman teacher was _ forced to 
undergo a ‘Virginity Test’ at 
Heathrow Airport in U.K. has 
completely put all Indian wo- 
men to shame and humiliation. 

The chastity of the Hindu wo- 
man has been held in high es- 
teem in India. Any Indian wo- 
‘man can even sacrifice her life 
to preserve her chastity. It is 
even more astounding and _ iro- 
nic for a country like U.K. to 
introduce such an inhuman and 
monstrous practice — a country 

where pre-marital sex is wides- 

pread and there are scarcely 5 

per cent girls who can claim to 

be virgins. The Indian woman 

teacher was subjected to mental 

torture when she was medically 

examined by a male doctor, re- 

dignity, and yet another incident 
which shows up Britain’s discri- 
minatory immigration laws. Pro- 
bes will show that no such bar- 
baric tests will have been per- 
formed on white-skinned immi- 
grant women. The fact that the 
British Prime Minster, Mr. Calla- 
ghan, has given his assurance 
that the practice will be discon- 
tinued, will not atone for the 
damage already done, and the 
humiliation and distress caused 
to all Indians. Nor will hysteri- 
cal, retaliatory gestures of pro- 
test solve the real issue. While 
it is upto the authorities to take 
up the matter at the official 
level, and also bring it up be- 
fore the Human Rights Commis- 
sion, it is up to the rest of us 
to step up our image both at 

home and abroad, by holding 

our own. with any “colourless” 
person, as a friend of mine cyni- 
cally put it — and treating them 
as equals, not superiors. All too 

often, we Indians subjugate 
ourselves to an_ inferior posi- 
tion by fawning over  white- 
skinned people. 

INDU K. MALLAH, Tamil Nadu 

It was really shocking to read 
about the monstrous behaviour 
of the immigration authorities 
at Heathrow Airport, London. 
Certainly not a civilised way to 
curb immigration! This seems to 
be one of their new tactics to hu- 
miliate non-white visitors to Bri- 
tain. A country with a permis- 
sive society has no right to con- 
duct virginity tests on its visi- 
tors and interfere in the mar- 
riage arrangements between two 
individuals. Who is this “immi- 
gration authority” to issue a vir- 
ginity certificate? There are other 
refined and sophisticated met- 
hods and modes to refuse entry ot 
to non-white visitors, not this 
kind of barbaric test. What if 
India should decide to compete 
with Britain in such barbarism 
and adopt reciprocal measures 
with regard to the entry of Bri- 
tish citizens to India? 

This incident should serve as a 
deterrent and an eye-opener for 
our Indian women’s craze for a 
‘phoren husband’. : 

TARA RAMAIAH, Bhopal 

The furore raised over the dis- 
gusting tests carried out on In- — 
dian women and men in Bri- 
tain might benefit racist forces 
there, because 
rants might get too put off by 
all the horrific reports coming 
in to go there. This is the opin- 
ion of many people working 
with immigrants in Britain. But 
it is up to all those who op- 
pose this violation of human 
rights to ensure that no such 
tests are carried out any more. 
Bodies working with immigrants 
there should insist on having one 
representative present at the air- 
port at all times to help the im- 
migrants. Their legal wings should 
take up every such issue. This 
would encourage immigrants to 

expose all the humiliations they 
are subjected to by racists in 
Britain. 

Another point | would like to 
make is — what was the Indian 
High Commission in Britain do- 
ing all these years? Are our dip- 
lomats living in such an_ ivory 
tower that they didn’t even know 
about these tests? If they did 
know, how come no action was 
taken? If the High Commissioner 
had any self-respect, he should 
have resigned to admit the failure 
of his office. 

M. U. JAY, Bombay 

(The writers of the above letters 

— all on the same subject — 
will receive a token payment of 

Rs. 15/-, each — Ed.) 

future immig- 
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my skin look 
flawless!” 

New Charmis Vanishing Cream 
gives your complexion that flawless look. 
And it keeps make-up fresh for hours. 

Complexion...flawless, fairer 
New Charmis Vanishing Cream helps smoothe tiny 
skin blemishes. To give your complexion that flawless 
and fairer look even without using make-up. 

Keeps make-up fresh 
With make-up...Charmis Vanishing Cream does more. 
Its superfine texture holds powder, keeps make-up 
looking fresh for hours. 

Make the most of your natural charm. Get 
New Charmis Vanishing Cream. And keep your 
complexion flawless and fairer day after day. 

Charmis Vanishing Cream cares for FO 
your complexion as much as you do. 3 
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Most articles raise a question, 
a comment or at least a criticism 
Write them down 
and mail them to us! 
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EX eK 
ISSUE OF MARCH 10, 1979 

- WOMEN IN PARLIAMENT 

Do women and 

_ women’s issues have — 
more of a chance _ 

he ance, st be a Mother 1 

“I Kes 
AN oe Vie \ 

‘in your vis PPS Ay 

iy Me saat oa 0 a 
‘oh eG tC Rath 

" icons igh 

utely free | ate bro- 
eir organisations, - particularly in the 

of s nd marriage, where sympathetic understanding appears 

ee be igrossly copie If anyone needs such help, please direct them 

_ to me: Consultant Surgeon & eae 15 Eagles Street, Langford 

jae, Bangalore hits O25. 

‘GERMANY 
Are Indian nurses in 
Germany happy 
with the treatment 
they get? DR. MATHEW JOHN, Bangalore 

Eve’s Weekly, Mar. 3 — 9, 1979 



- In this throbbing metropolis 
there are hundreds of women 

| who are alone tonight — and 
_ for the week at least — in full 
_ charge of the kids, the house, 

the servants, the car, the dog 
and the family budget, such as 
it may be. 

Where have all the husbands 
gone? Away on business, every 
one. 

It is fast becoming a common 
scene: suit-clad men with brief- 
cases seen at practically every 
airport, at all hours of the day 
and night, every day of the 
week. To these travellers and 
their wives, a competent long- 
distance operator is sometimes 
the strongest link in their mar- 
riages. 

So common is business travel 
today, that it amounts to 
nearly 35-40 per cent of the 
average executive’s time. That is 
nearly 100 days in the year. A 
lot can even happen in ten 
days — what of occasions that 
call for family get-togethers? 
Celebrations such 
saries, children’s 

as anniver- 

birthdays, an- 

nual or sports days at school or 

even calamities like accidents 

or emergency operations? How 

does Mummy pose as both 

Papa and Mummy on these 

days? 

One of the greatest problems 

of being a long-distance wife is 

that you have most of the res- 

ponsibilities of a widow or a 

divorcee but none of the privi- 

leges. 

But the head of a travel agen- 
cy told me, “Our wives don’t 
need any thanks or sympathy 
for holding the fort in our ab- 
sence. They have all the luxu- 
ries that our salaries and perks 
provide. If we didn’t travel, our 
careers would be nowhere and. 
our wives would miss out on 
an affluent, independent life.” 

Another problem 
is that the trips aren’t just to 
“the next-door town’. They 
could be anywhere from Singa- 
pore to Sydney or San Francisco. 

* 7 e 

these days 

In her housecoat, her face de- 
void of any make-up, her hair 
pinned up, Sheila looks like a 
collegiate. She and Vinod have 
been married for eight years. He 
runs an export house. They have 
three little girls, aged two to 
six. Their compact  three-bed- 
room apartment is in one of 
the posher buildings on Warden 
Road. It is beautifully done up 
and kept that way with the help 
of two servants. Vinod is away 
for a “short trip” this time — a 

week — to Tokyo and his going 

has really upset Sheila. She wan- 

ted to go with him. She wanted 

to stop by at Singapore for a 

“bit of shopping”. Instead she 

sits, whiling away the time, sip- 

ping coffee. 

“Every time Vinod goes on 

one of his long trips, something 

is bound to happen,’”’ she says. 

“You’d think he’d just planned 

it that way. Last time he was 

away for two weeks the car got 

stolen, and the time before, one 

of the girls was. down with 

mumps and the, eldest one was 
in the midst of studies for the 

entrance examination to her new 

school. And if that wasn’t eno- 

ugh, the cook had to rush home 

because his wife was ill. | had 

to get my mother here from 

Delhi to stay for a while. 

“Vinod has no idea what | 

put up with while he’s gone. 

‘cially when the 
your own. | wish things wou | 
the way they were when we 

were first married. | was teach- 

ing in a school and — just 

a junior executive in a commer- 

cial house. He was there when 

| needed him and we were hap- 

py. | know we didn’t have any 

of this,” she said, indicating the 

wealth that is theirs now. “And 

the kids also need him now. 

They're unsettled when he’s 

away. What can you do? You 

can’t stop him or ask him to 

quit what he’s doing. He's res- 

ponsible for making his export 

house what it is today — and 

| can’t keep travelling with him. 

I’m not having any ayahs bring 

up my girls,” she says decidedly. — 

“You know, there is a whole 

area of Vinod’s life that | know 

nothing about. Sometimes 1 feel 

so left out. And so stupid. I'll 

FOR MORE AND MORE WOMEN THE TELEPHONE 

IS BECOMING THE ONLY LINK WITH THEIR — 

HUSBANDS DURING A LARGE PART OF THE 

YEAR. THE JOB THAT FORCES SO MUCH 
TRAVELLING ON THE HUSBAND ALSO BRINGS 

ABOUT A SUBTLE CHANGE IN THE RELATION- 
SHIPS AT HOME. A NEW LIFESTYLE IS EVOLVED. 

HOW DO THESE WOMEN FACE UP TO THE 
CHALLENGE? 

That’s what I resent most about 
his travelling. The whole res- 
ponsibility falls on me. And he 
has no. appreciation of that 
whatsoever. His assistant runs 
his office when he’s gone and | 
run his home — and we’d both 
better be efficient, or else,” she 
explodes. 

“Sex life? What’s that? After 
a trip he’s too tired, making up 
his jet-lag, and I’m so frustrated 
that | hate him — so we're even. 
Once, after he came home | 
was so disinterested that he ac- 
cused me of having a lover. | 
didn’t and | don’t have one. | 
don’t even go to parties alone. 
| know a lot of women who do, 
and lots of them leave with 
their husband’s best friends. You 
know what would happen if | 
let somebody’s husband see me 
home? Can you imagine how 
fast a distorted version of that 
would get back to Vinod? I’m 
not saying that every woman 
who goes to a party alone gets 
into trouble. Sure, you can go 
and have a good time. Not too 
often, though, or other women 
begin to resent you. 

“I don’t mean that life is only 
difficult for me and easy for him. 
| know the strain of being away 
on company money — espe- 

tell you what | think | do wrong: 
| think 1! shouldn’t show him 
how well | can manage. | should 
be a little more helpless. Once 
your husband knows what he 
can expect of you, you're doo- 
med,” she says in a resigned 
manner. / 

Meet Rohini, wife of Atul. 
Today her husband is some- 
where between Bombay and 
Bahrain, or is it Amsterdam? He 
is a senior pilot with Air India. 
She is what you would call an 
‘over-doer’. She has two child- 
ren, 12 and 14. Her life has 
been like this from the word go. 
Initially, the kids were young, 
so she would spend a great deal 
of time with them. “They don’t 
need me so much _ now, so 1 
have to keep myself occupied. { 
have been’ through the whole 
rut — cooking classes, tailoring, 
swimming and yoga _ lessons. 
When I'm at home I'm turning 
out cupboards and spring clean- 
ing them.” 
cally every exhibition in town, 
every lecture, and puts in a stint 
of social work as well. She says 
this compensation for being a 
long-distance wife is no different 
from drinking or “other 
that women do to distract them- 
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_ Says, from a father deficiency. 
‘ More so in the case of the teen- 
age son, 

“Periodically, you re-evaluate 
it all,” she says. “After all, there 
are benefits of his job. Some of 

_ the glamour of the world he mo- 
_ves in does rub off on me. | get 
to go on trips around the world. 
Practically everything | own and 
use is imported. But deep inside 
you know that if you love the 
husband you've got, you'll never 
get used to his travelling. You 
pretend not to care — especially 
in front of people who envy you 
for your sojourns abroad and the 
things you possess — what else 

--can you do?” — 

® * * * 

| Through Rohini | met an aunt 
of hers. Kavita, the wife of 

the Chairman and Managing Dir- 
-ector of one of the big com- 

mercial houses. Rohini had _ al- 
ready briefed me about what a 

remarkable woman Kavita was. 
Her husband was away maybe 

_ 75-80 per cent of the time. Ro- 
_ hini doesn’t understand how her 
aunt stays so cheerful aways! 

_ “Being older, maybe she can 
_ pass on some tips.”’ Kavita is the 
2 daughter of a doctor. If there 
was one thing in life she didn’t 
‘ want, it was what her mother 
4 had: a husband with no time 
_ for his family. As a pretty young 
_ graduate, she met an executive 
- trainee, who was one of her 
_ father’s patients, and married 
| him 20 years ago. In those two 
| decades she has moved house 
| 12 times, and with every move 
- she has seen less of her hus- 
_ band. Last year he was home 
| for exactly 26 weekends.  fler 
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| his firm, is earning a handsome 
Ste 

, and they bought their 

dream penthouse apartment on 

| Malabar Hill a year age. But it 

house, yes, 
© its mistress herself describes it. 
_ The golden wall-to-wall carpet- 

ing appears to have just been 

_ rolled out. The choicest in cut- 

_ glass, china, paintings, and an- 

tiques are stratigically placed, 
and seem to bear. an invisible 

_ tag, “Do not touch”. A large ar- 
ray of books and magazines 

- are at hand all over the house— 

even the kitchen, which looks 

like a page out of ‘Good House- 

_ keeping’ or ‘Better Homes and 

Gardens’, has its book shelves 
“lined with cookbooks from the 

world over for their Goan chef 
to refer to! The terrace provides 
“a magnificient, uninterrupted 
‘view of the sea. While sitting 

| out there, Kavita 
te. 

tells me more than | care to 

very quickly 

hear. She has been going to a 
marriage counsellor and a psy- 
chiatrist regularly for the past 
two years. Her husband says 
she is unbalanced. He wants a 
divorce. 

“When you live the way 
we've lived all our married 
lives, your only close friends 
are company people.” she says. 
‘If anything happened to your 
marriage, like death or divorce, 

they’d be nice and kind for a 
few months, sure. But that 

would be the end of it. What 
I’m saying is that if something 
happenea_ to Satish, or if he 
divorced me, they’d simply dis- 
appear. lI’d be all alone. | don’t 
know why there aren’t more di- 
vorces among. people like us. | 
suppose it’s because you accept 
a certain way of life and give in 
more and more _ to it. Ninéty 
five per cent of your husband’s 
life revolves around his work. 

You’ve got to take an interest in 
it, so eventually you get caught 
up in it too. If you have’ any 
sense you don’t interfere with a 
man and his first love. Yes, first 
love. Men like Satish must make 
a mark for themselves. They love 
what they are doing and it 
keeps them alive. | had the fun 
and joy of raising the children. 
He missed it. Now they are in 
college, and more on their own.. 
He thinks that’s why I’m_ beco- 
ming dependant upon him as | 
am lonelier, and to tend to me 
as well now is too much of a 
strain on him. Other than an oc-— 
casionally shared bed we have 
nothing in common. |. don't 
even know where he is most of 
the time. | get his typed itiner- 
ary from his secretary. | am a 
good boss’ wife. | know _ the 
name of all his colleagues, their 
wives, their children and where 
they study. | know the secre- 
tary’s anniversary and _ birthday 
and- send her appropriate gifts. 
And | know the political and so- 
cial happenings in the country 
that his firm deals with. 

“We could be happy again. | 
know it. We’re both  middle- 

aged and life has changed a 
lot. | have never had another 

lover and | am certain he does- 
n't have another woman. He’s 
going through an emotional up- 
heaval just like | am. But we 

are going through them in two 

different parts of the world. Do 

you think I’ve been a martyr? 
Do you think | should have 
complained years ago? But that 
would ‘be admitting defeat — a 
wasted life. But | keep telling 

my daughter not to marry a man 
whose job involves travelling. | 

am trying to make her under- 

stand that 

Bede 

constant separation 

erodes a marriage. It can’t be 
anything but destructive,” she 
concludes in a helpless manner. 

* = « 

“A few months ago | went 
travelling to promote a tour I’d 
chalked out for the travel agency 
| work for,” said Yasmin, a wor- 
king woman. “l was on a tight 
schedule and  couldn’t call up 
home the first evening. The next 
evening when | tried 1 found 
that the lines were down. | wor- 
ried myself sick the whole night. 
By that time . 1! was convinced 
that the house must have burnt 
down! The next morning | 
spoke to him at his office and 
he sounded so terrible — as if 
he was speaking from Hell. 
“What's wrong, Rashid?’ Silen- 
ce. ‘‘What is it?’’ | shrieked. He 
replied in his most miserable 
tone. “I got to work late and 
the boss was waiting for me. 
And it’s all your fault because 
you weren't there to wake me 
up and switch on the geyser. 
And the toast got burnt today 
— the eggs behaved the same 
way yesterday, you’d Detter get 
back soon.” “And now his tone 
sounded a bit menacing,” said 
Yasmin. “I am giving this exam- 
ple, which really happened to 
me, just in case anyone was 
wondering what would happen 
if the roles were reversed and 
SHE travelled while HE tended 
the hearth,” she ‘smiled. 

a * * 

Meera is an accounts executive 
with an ad. agency. While her 
husband travels, her job takes 
care of the daylight hours. It’s 
the evenings that are unbearable, 
and these “have turned me into 
an alcoholic’, she states. The 
Kapoors have no children, so 
there is even less to keep her 
occupied. “And after a_ full 
day’s job, catch me joining an 

evening class or going for a lec- 
ture. Initially 1 used to go for 
movies and plays alone, but | 
could overhear unkind remarks 
and even had men trying to 
pick me up. So, | thought I’d 
be safer at home. It all started 
with an occasional peg while | 
was reading, as | used to take a 
drink or so at parties. Then, 
from one it was on to a second 
glass, as this would help me to 
«sleep better. And now its a half 
bottle every evening, even when 
Ramesh is in town. It’s an ad- 
diction and my job is also suffe- 
ring,’” she says. Three years ago, 
she had the making of a brilliant 
executive in the ad world, but 
now “I’m just about managing — 
to get my stipulated work done. 
| know this 
been to a_ psychiatrist 

is ruining me. I’ve 
but it 

hasn’t helped. I’ve joined Alco- 
holics Anonymous but deep _in- 
side me | know that as long as 
Ramesh’s job 
from me, there is no remedy to 
this disease,’”” she says. 

* * * 

How many more Sheilas, Ro- — 
hinis, Kavitas and Meeras are 

there in this country? Will any- 
one give them a medal, for sin- — 
gle-handedly doing a job meant ~ 
for two people? Or at least a 
sympathetic 
out in their lonely hours? 

Their husbands are away just as 
much, if not more — yet they’ve 

Continued on page 49 

takes him away 

ear to hear them _ 
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December 14, 1931. 

tor C. G. B. Stevens 
busy at his office work in 

_-ked within 
_ their homes, moving out as 

little as possible. Two 1.G.s 
_ — Lowman and Simpson — _ 
had already been assassin- 
=: ated. 
‘The two. girls, students 

_- left home earl 
ning ostensibly to go to 
school. A member of their 

- group, Satish Roy, escorted 
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(now Bangladesh) hit the 
~ headlines all over India. In 
the eyes of the British rul- 
ers they were ‘murderers’, 
but to 
they were revolutionaries. 

their countrymen 

Within a few days their 
photos appeared on walls 
and buildings as part of re- 
volutionary pamphlets. They 
had become ‘martyrs’ in 
the freedom-struggle. 

The ‘District © Chhatri 
Sangh’ of Comilla was the 
innocent name under 

- which the youth of that 
town carried on their rev- 

One 

dent of the Sangh, Shanti 
was secretary and  Suniti 
the head of the volunteer 
corps. They carried out re- 
volver practice in the sec- 
luded hills of Mainamati 

= near by. Shanti and Suniti 
were chosen to do away 

_with the collector of Comil- 
= la. ; 

It was the morning of 
With 

his breakfast over, Collec- 
was 

his heavily guarded bunga- 
low. Those were the days 
when British officers wor- 

the safety of 

of Faizunnisa High School, 
in the mor- 

them in a carriage. Akhil 
Nandi followed on a cycle. 
At the gate of the collec- 
tor’s bungalow, the girls, 
between fourteen aac fif- 
teen years of age, boldly 
sent in a written request, 
seeking an interview with 
the Saheb. They claimed to 
have come from Kishore- 
gunj to seek permission to 
organize a swimming com- 
petition and request Mr. 
Stevens to be the patron. 

Stevens came out and 
Shanti engaged him in talk 
while Suniti pulled out her 

SCHOOLGIRLS. 

THEIR TASK WAS TO 

ASSASSINATE THE 

BRITISH COLLECTOR 

OF COMILLA 

TEENAGE REVOLUTIONARIES: 

ey oe ee 

ber 15, 1931, THE aes 
tw irls of Comil- HEY WERE YOUNG 

la in erstwhile East Bengal 

Oo 

not offered chairs, they 
stood with their backs to- 
wards the judge. From the 
next day they were given 
chairs. » 

The trial was short. Judg- 
ment was delivered on the 
ninth day. Shanti and Suni- 
ti were sentenced to life 
imprisonment. The _ girls 
were disappointed. They 
were expecting the death 
sentence, to be the first 

example of Indian woman- 
hood on the warpath! 

Besides her 
political 

family, 400 
workers of the 

area known for their asso- — 

roup — 
into jail and 

were tortured. Yet no con- 
could be es- — 

tablished. They were most- 

ciation with Suniti’s 
were thrown 

spiracy case 

ly detained without trial. 

Shanti and Suniti spent 2 

Suniti (left) and Shanti were sentenced to life imprisonment. They were disappointed; they had expect 

ed the death sentence and martyrdom. 

revolver and shot him dead. 
The guards rushed in at 
the sound of the shot. They 
were too late to save Ste- 
vens, but the girls were 
caught. The girls were bea- 
ten and = questioned, but 
they refused to divulge the 
names of the others invol- 
ved in the plot. 

On January 18, 1932, be- 
gan their trial before a Spe- 
cial Tribunal in Calcutta. 
The girls were bubbling 
with life and, at times, bur- 

sting into peals of laughter, 
much to the amazement of 
those present in the court- 
room which was packed to 
capacity. 

The trial itself was un- 
eventful. One day, how- 
ever, the girls did some- 
thing slightly dramatic. On 
the ground that they were 

women martyrs in the rev- 
olutionary struggle. 

The ‘softness’ shown in 
the matter of the sentence 
was more than made up 
by the cruelty perpetrated 
outside. Suniti’s family was. 
chosen for ‘special  treat- 
ment’. Her old and infirm 
parents were subjected to 
untold indignity, even phy- 
sical torture. Her father’s 
pension was stopped; her 
brothers were thrown into 
jail. Her younger brother 
died of malnutrition and 
WB: 

Suniti was kept as a C 

class prisoner. She came to 
know of the reprisal against 
her family, but she _ ne- 
ver faltered, never rep- 
ented. What an_ inspiring 

eight long years in jail, 
shifting from one prison to- 
another. But they were al- 
ways in high spirits, regal- 
ing their fellow inmates 
with their songs. They were “2 
released in 1939 under the — 
general amnesty for politi- — 
cal prisoners. 

Suniti later became a doc= 

tor, devoting herself to the 
service of suffering man- 
kind. And Shanti became 

interested in literature and 

wrote a book in Bengali, 

Arun-Banhi (The Fire of the 

Sun). In_ the — sixties she 

was elected to the West 

Bengal Legislative Assem- 
bly. The two are still living. 

Satyavrata Ghosh 

2 
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Doctors recommend Farex! Why? 

Because it’s perfectly balanced to 
supply your baby’s needs when he starts 

on solid food; and it is right for baby’s 
tender digestion. 

Why is Farex perfectly balanced for 
baby’s needs? 

Let’s take your baby’s nutritional needs 
and see how Farex meets them. 

Your baby needs protein for the growth 
of his brain and body: Farex provides the 
right blend of easy-to-digest protein. 

Your baby needs energy: Farex provides 
carbohydrates to give your baby a reserve 
supply of energy. 

Did you know that, when you brought 
your baby into this world, you gave him 
an important gift? Yes, a 3-month 
supply of iron for his blood. But by the 
time your baby is 3 months old, he 
will have exhausted his supply of iron. 
It's crucial to replenish it. Farex has 
enough iron to meet your baby’s needs 
and keep his blood healthy. 

Farex also has enough calcium, 
phosphorus and Vitamin D to help your 
baby grow sturdy bones and strong teeth. 

Baby's ideal solid food for rapid all-round growth. 

tors recommend 

FAREX’ . 
Your baby’s ideal solid food 

Doc 
ii & 

Why 3 months onwards? 

When your baby is 3 months old, 
he needs help to develop his chewing 
habit, otherwise you may find him 
swallowing the solid food you give him 
later. That would cause him tummy-aches 
and also affect his growth. Farex helps 
your baby learn to chew; and as-he 
learns, you add less and less milk, to 
make his food more solid. 

If you give him Farex now, he will 
adapt better to ‘grown up’ food later on— 
because he has learned how to chew © 
and digest it properly. 

Wouldn't mashed potatoes do? 

Before you give your baby any solid 
food, stop a moment to consider your 
baby’s digestion. At 3 months, it is still 
tender. That's why your baby needs 
a specially prepared infant solid food— 
something he can digest easi/y. 

Because, traditional foods alone are not 
always scientifically balanced to give your baby 
his most important needs: enough iron, 
calcium, phosphorus, Vitamin D, specially iron. 

This is why doctors say that, after 3 months, 
Farex is a must for your baby. 

, developed and preferences are forming. 

When should I start him o 
‘grown up’ foods? . 

When he takes his first toddling step. 
That's when his taste buds have 

Now he begins to accept ‘grown up’ food. 

Mix Farex, with a little imagination and 
a lot of love, into all the recipes for 
your baby. 

Now the same Farex goodness comes 
in the new 400 gm.tin. 

LINTAS.GLF6a.8088 
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She is a lovely child, slim and 
tender with a smile on her lips and 
keenness in her eyes. She is eighteen 
and so charming. Try to communicate 
with her and then you are let into a 
tragic story. She was a beautiful boun- 
ing girl born after two 
therefore most welcome. 

Till she was one year old, her 
parents did not suspect anything. 
Then the ayah who looked after the 
child expressed doubts about’ her 
capacity for hearing. It was very diffi- 
cult for the mother Kamala to accept 

the fact that her daughter was born 
deaf, especially when her two boys 
were normal. They rushed her to a 
specialist and their fears were confir- 
med. Amudha was deaf. 

‘They admitted Amudha at three and 
a half years to a nursery school along 
with normal children. Amudha enjo- 
yed herself in the company of other 
‘children, but she could not learn any- 
thing. The parents had difficulty in 
looking after her because she used to 
run around the neighbouring houses 
and could not hear when called. 
Kamala used to wander about the 
neighbourhood looking for her, peep- 
ing into the houses to see if she was 
there. Amudha used to lock herself 
up in the toilet and could not hear 
when she was called. Her mother 

-cried in despair and the future seem- 
ed dark. 

In desperation the parents ran to 
quacks, and faith healers. They tried 
all remedies suggested by anyone. 

ae ee ae Tt oy ' ~ 
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Facing a physical affliction with courage and making the best of life in spite of it is not the easiest thing in the world. 
True accounts of heroism in real life 

They hoped that some miracie would 
cure their little daughter. 

Finally it was suggested that they 
try the Christian Medical College, 
Vellore. Dr, Kapur of the E.N.T. De- 
partment after examining Amudha 
gave the inevitable verdict, but he 
advised Kamala not to lose heart and 
to make the best of what God had 
given them. It encouraged Kamala 
no end. She dried her tears and det- 
ermined to see what best she could 
make out of this ‘gift of God’. She 

AMUDHA SRINIVASAN 

OUT OF 

A WORLO OF 

SILENCE 
y 

Kamala Srinivasan 
as told to 

Susie Kuruvilla 

was determined to overcome the 
obstacle. 

It was then that she heard of the 
school for the deaf and dumb _ in 
Madras, the Little Flower Convent. 
But Amudha was not ready for that 
school. A feeling of rejection came 
over her, she cried, threw tantrums 
and was very unhappy. A kindly rela- 
tive of the Srinivasans came to their 
aid and offered to look after the child 
as the parents were to be away in 
Coimbatore. The foster parents were 
kind and understanding. Slowly Amu- 
dha got used to the school. She set- 
tled down to studies. She was five 
and half years old then. 

Once she got used to school there 
was no looking back. She was always 
first in class. She started lip reading, 
got interested in extra-curricular acti- 

vities, especialy games. She became 
the model student of the school. 

As Amudha grew up Kamala be- 
gan to wonder what interest she sho- — 
uld take up. In the Brahmin com: 
munity a girl had to be accomplished 
in music and the fine arts. How could i 
Amudha sing or dance without hear- * 
ing? Again Kamala despaired. But her) = 
determination to overcome any ob- = 
stacle won the battle, and Kamala _ 
decided that the child had her hands _ 
to use so she would initiate her into — 
hand work. When ' Amudha went 
home for the holidays, Kamala got her 
interested in embroidery, doll ma- 
king and general handicrafts. ey 
went on to learn typing, yoga, batik — 
flower arrangement, swimming and 
table-tennis. a 

7 

Amudha loves swimming and has oe 
distinguished herself in table-tennis, 
having won a tournament recently. _ 

Painting is another hobby of hers, es 
and she has won prizes at various — 
competitions. She played in the All- — 
India Deaf Girls’ Tournament at Hy- — 
derabad and got a medal. She has ap- 
peared on the cover of a local maga- 
zine, and in a television programme _ 
for youth. This year she will be ap- — 
pearing for her S.S.L.C. examination. — 

ee 

oaks 

She is very careful and disciplined — 
in her habits. She watches her diet — 
and remains very trim, helped by 
regular exercises and yoga. She is a — 
voracious reader. She makes friends 
easily, and does not like anyone ges- 
ticulating. She prefers to lip read. — 
Communication is not a problem — 
with her, because she is very expres- 
sive. 

The parents are very watchful, 
seeing to Amudha’s needs but other- 
wise treating her like a normal 
child. Amudha seems a well-adjusted 
and happy child. The parents consi- 
der her a gift of God. Now instead 
of brooding over Amudha’s handicap 
Kamala is proud of her achievements, 

looking forward to a rosy future for 
her, believing firmly that nothing is 
impossible if one tries hard, and that 
“where there is a will there is a way.” 

= 



(If you own a Prestige or Preett Pressure Cook 

ANNOU 
THE 
PRESTIGE 
NATIONAL 
SERVICE CENTRE 

Get the best out of your Prestige 
A Prestige pressure cooker is built to 
give you trouble-free service for a 
lifetime. Even if you bought your 
Prestige 20 years ago, we still want 
ou to get the best out of it today. 

The Prestige National Service Centre, 
at the Company's headquarters at 
Bangalore, is part of a new scheme to 
ensure prompt and efficient service 
for more than 2 million Prestige owners 
like you. 

350 Service Centres all over India 
The Prestige Service network already has 
over 350 Authorised Service Centres 
throughout the country. So you won't 
have to go far to find one. All Authorised 
Service Centres now display this 
Certificate of Authorisation. Look out 
for the Certificate, with the Prestige 
service symbol. It’s your guarantee of 
genuine spares, company-trained 
technicians ; and reliable service— 
at controlled prices. Ask to see the 
Prestige Service Rate Card. 

Get genuine Prestige spares! 
It's worth making sure you get genuine 
Prestige spares—such as the 
new [SI-marked rubber gasket 
and the new metal safety valve. All 
Prestige spares are made from the 
finest raw materials and undergo strict 

ee quality contro] tests to ensure long life 
i and efficient performance. For instance, 
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with proper care, a genuine Prestige 
gasket should last you a minimum of two 
years. And the best way to be sure is 
to go to a Prestige Authorised 
Service Centre. 

How the National Service 
Centre will help 
The Prestige National Service Centre, 
assisted by 9 Regional Service Centres, 
will act as a co-ordination and 
information unit, to supplement the 
efforts of our 350 Authorised Service 
Centres. So, if you are not certain 
where to go for genuine Prestige spare 
parts or reliable service, just write 
to us — and we'll tell you. 

Write to us — we're at your 
service | 
The NSC will do a lot more than tell 
you the address of your nearest service 
centre. For useful hints on how to get 
the best out of your Prestige, plus 
a list of Authorised Service Centres 
in your area, clip out and mail the 
coupon below. And if you have a 
sierra problem or suggestion, we'll 
e glad to offer you completely 

personalised service. 

Consumer Service Manager 
Prestige National Service Centre 
TT. (Private) Limited 
Dooravaninagar 
Bangalore 560 016 
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(See inside of lid) . _ Prestige National 
Service Centre, 

Year when purchased. 2... .ccceueceuacke TT. (Private) Limited} 
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The word normal has various con- 
notations — average, conforming, Standardised. In other words, if you can blend into the mainstream and be like everyone else, you are safe. If, however, you choose to be ever so slightly different, you will almost cer- tainly draw attention to yourself, fav- ourable or unfavourable. And _ there are those who have a kind of non- conformity thrust upon them. That non-attention-seeking, not fully un- derstood group, the handicapped. 

The handicapped are those who are not normal. They have some sort of disability that makes them differ- ent from the majority. They do re- ceive a_ great deal of attention at times, but what kind of attention do they really need? All too often, it is assumed that all handicapped per- sons have the same needs, regardless of the nature of the handicap. So, teachers of the deaf are constantl asked if they can read braille; if they 

can lipread; if they are social work- 
ers. and so on. 

The deaf are handicapped, yes, 
and the loss of hearing is a serious 
disability in terms of learning to 
speak. This group almost invariably 
receives the wrong kind of attention 
— either people look on deafness as 
a minor handicap, or they assume 
the deaf are dumb, physica ly incap 
able of looking after themselves, and / 
or retarded. 

The average deaf person looks 
like the average hearing person. The 
handicap is not a visible one. But the 
deaf give themselves away as soon as 
they open their mouths. They do have 
difficulty with their ‘speech, and it 

GIVE 
A HEARING 
10 THE DEAF 

M. Banerji 

A DEAF PERSON IS 
NOT DUMB. HE ONLY 

NEEDS SPECIAL 
TRAINING | 

may sound a little different. This is 
because they cannot monitor their speech easily. But with special train- ing, starting as soon after birth as possible, even the most severely deaf 
persons do learn to speak. Since the widely used term deaf-and-dumb is inaccurate, it is rapidly being replaced 
by ‘hearing impaired’. 

A child who can hear is drenched 
with information from the time of his 
birth. At the end of a year, he choo- 
ses to utter fewer than ten of all the 
words he has heard, according to his 
needs. As everyone knows, this does 
not imply that he does not under- 
stand all the thousands of words that 
are being directed at him. The deaf 
baby, on the other hand, may not 
have any information relayed to him; 
so what is he expected to say? He 
can speak and learn. But the channel 
of learning will not be auditory. The 
deaf child learns language through 
visual clues. 

If hearing impairment is detected 
early, a deaf child can be made more 
observant — when lips move, some- 
thing is being communicated; certain 
lip movements signify specific things, 
but the same lip movement. could 
actually mean more than one thing. 
But if speech is not directed at the 
deaf child consciously and delibe- 
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GIVE A HEARING TO THE DEAF 

rately, the whole idea of -communica- 
tion through speech becomes alien 

Most deaf individuals 
do not speak unless they are spoken 
to. 

The use of whatever residual hear- 
ing is available is also important. The 
percentage of hearing impaired peo- 
ple who are totally deaf is very, very 
small. An audiometer is an instru- 
ment _ which measures 

This is recorded, in the form of a 
graph, on an audiogram. Accord- 
ingly, amplification is provided, so 
that maximum use is made of hearing 
that is useful. Obviously, the — less 
severe the loss, the better the child 
will speak and learn. A hearing test 
can be carried out soon after birth. 
Hopefully, this: will become routine 
in nursing homes, so that congenital 

deafness can be detected early. 

_ All too often, deafness is, mistaken 

for retardation, and children are 

placed in institutions where they do 
- not belong. There are special schools 
for the deaf, with specially trained 
teachers. What. happens in_ these 
schools? The answers received from 
lay persons to this question were 
quite amazing. Without exception, 
these people assumed that the chil- 
dren were merely kept busy, maybe 

- picked up bits of information on the 
- way, and were. eventually taught a 
vocation whereby: they could earn a 

_ living by means of their hands. As a 
matter of fact, the schools now at- 

There is a great 

hearing, in. 
‘terms of frequencies and_ decibels. 

tempt to follow a regular curriculum. 
Aside from the regular subjects, the 
children are also given special speech 
tuition, auditory training, and their 
lip-reading skills are sharpened as 
much as possible. Some children who 
fare well are placed in schools with 
hearing children. 

there are problems. 
controversy raging 

among educators of the deaf about 

which most people are unaware — 

to sign or not to sign. The deaf have 

a sign language that is a language in Its 

own right, not based on any spoken 

language. But the trend to use this 

sign language to teach a ‘spoken lan- 

uage as a second language Is relatively 

new. Several educators feel that even 

admitting the existence of a systemi- 

zed sign language is taboo. Encoura- 

ging the use of signs is out of the 
question. But it is high time that we 
took stock of the situation. Without 
doubt, some _ hearing impaired per- 
sons lipread well, and have very in- 
telligible speech. But what happens 
to those whose _lipreading skills are 
poor, whose speech is not always 
clear? Must they fit into a system at 
any cost, or should the system be 
adapted for them? Signing does not 
imply that a person is incapable of 
speech. They are two different chan- 
nels — to receive information through 

Of course, 

signs is far more meaningful, and 
speech is used as a means of ex- 
pression. | 

Interpreting-services for the deaf 
— using sign language — are gradu- 
ally being introduced. Some lectures 
at the University of Bombay are inter- 

"Specialised teaching aids and methods are necessary to. enable deaf children to learn. 

preted in signs as “ha are delivered: 
obviously it is difficult to lipread a 
lecturer, considering the movement 
and distance involved. And fellow 
students are full of questions: if he is 
deaf, how come he can speak? Can 
he go home by himself? -Can he un- 
derstand everything? Then out of the 
side of the mouth: Can he understand — 
what I’m saying now? Invariably, the 
questions are directed at the inter- 
preter, rather than the deaf person. 
The kinds of questions people ask 
give away their attitudes. The pre- 
dominant feeling is one of pity, but 
something more 
help. Contact is a 

constructive might — 
reat teacher. | 

had changed. “It’s amazing,” she- 
said. ‘Before | met her, | was quite © 
prepared for her to be a liability for 

asked a young girl whose future sis- — 
ter-in-law is deaf how her a oe 

the rest of my life. My- father pointed — 
this out to me several times. Now I 
find it’s really quite easy to commu- 
nicate with her, and she’s really very — 
nice. | just don’t see what problems — 
could: arise just because she is — 

Many hearing impaired persons _ 
are secretly amused by the notions — 

the hearing have about them. Every- — 
one has some strange anecdote to 
relate. Ashok, who is hearing impair-— 
ed and very satisfied with life, says, — 
“The minute people hear I’m deaf 
they start writing on any piece of — 
paper. They don’t expect 
speak, and | don’t try. If | do speak, — 
they become puzzled and . 
Does he miss anything in life? What 

me eo 

Ae stare.” s 

a 

would he like to do if he could hear? ~ 

me 

It is his turn to look puzzled and 
stare. “Is there ‘something | should — 

to do what | want, 
things | don’t know about.” The won- ~ 
derful adjustment he displays is hum- 
bling. Of course, he is right. You and 
| may feel very sorry for those who 
cannot hear laughter, music, voices. 

cd 
‘ miss?’” he asks. “I always managed — 

and | don’t miss | 

But those who haven’t heard it don’t — 
miss it, and we should 
them to. 

The greatest problem the hearing 

impaired have is leafning a language 

that is spoken and written. Chances 

are, if they know what they want to 

say, with a little bit of help they can 

say it loud and_ clear. And the only 
way to learn a language is to be im- 

mersed in it. Ignoring a hearing im- 
paired person or refusing to try and 
make an effort to speak to him, am- 
ounts to denying him exposure to 
language. Hopefully, there will be 

more hearing impaired people who 
will act as spokesmen. It would be 
more useful to have the deaf them- 

selves tell us what they would like to 
receive. 

not force 
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Now that youre a y
oung girl 

you need the protection only
 

CAREFREE can give 

. 

CAREFREE is made with you in mind. 
It is the modern woman’s answer to sanitary 
protection on those § days. 

CAREFREE is a specially absorbent 
napkin that does away with the extra bulk you 
might otherwise have to wear. In fact, 
CAREFREE is so absorbent, a single napkin 
can retain up to half your total period’s flow. 
But do change as often as you like for a cary 
fresher feeling. ae 

And only CAREFREE has a plastic shield 
around the bottom and sides,to actasa =” 
three-way barrier against staining. : 

With CAREFREE you feelso comfortable, 
you forget what day of the month it is. wens» 
No soak-through, no troublesome washing 
and drying. 

: CAREFREE is ready to use, so easy 
to change, so simple to dispose of. So hygienic. 

Wear CAREFREE and be confident 
at all times. 

WITH 3.WAY PROTECTIVE PLASTISHIELD 

eae See ee 

+ Brand of Sanitary Napk ; tFRE ‘ g ‘ pkins. CAREFREE and iSON ate trademarks of Johnson & Johnson USA. © leben * 1g 



Yes, a heroine does have quite 
a few problems, more than the 
“lucky” heroes, says Reena. 
Suddenly Reena stands up, turns 

eS ee eee a 

' 

length hair. “See this long hair? 
| have to shampoo and blow-dry 
_ it every = alternate day. Heroes 
_ don’t have this problem. And 
you know: how long it takes to 

complete my make-up? A mini- 
mum of one hour. Heroes can 

do their make-up in less than 
five minutes. And there are . 

3 heroes like. Sanjeev and Shatru 
es ae ers Re amy ‘make-up at 
Poa. | 
‘ aes. Reena: sits. oti  There’s an 
amused grin -on her face. One 
a: would imagine she’d be bitter be- 

—. cause of what she said. But she 
= isn’t. She is one woman who - Ao 
has happily — -accepted her lot — 

and is more than content with 
ie the way things are going. 

roles. in the films being made 
_ these days. The observation (not 
very original, _admittedly) Nee 
made just to provoke her. | 

- didn’t. She’ grinned and a 

_are. The heroines are there just 

decoration piece. (Laugh.) 

_ "My own brother is producing 

role in the film. I’m a decoration 
piece there too. And | don’t 
mind one bit. Even when | go 

_ have dominating roles. Because 
the story seems to come alive 

which the heroines have better 
roles are mainly emotional films 

& 

have ‘the dominating roles. 

Nt is: rarely that a heroine 

- good roles to play too, such as 

are. few and far between. | 

“The heroes are ee When 
_ a producer goes to sign a hero 
- he knows that the hero will do 
_ a film only if the role is to his 
_ liking. The heroines are no pro- 
- blem. The producers know that 

as long as the leading man is 
right and the money is right.” 

_ Reena is great. Even as she 
| _makes this confession, she gives 
e the same amused look as if she 
were talking about cannibals or 
e belly dancers. 

é “| have become very diplom- 
_ atic,” she says. “! have to, I’m 

% 

around and «shows her waist- 2 

The heroines have very small 

“Yes, that’s the way the things _ 

for the songs, something of a 

a film, ‘Mugabala’, and in that_ 
too it is the heroes, Sunil Dutt — 
and Shatru, who have all the 

to see a fi Im myself, | prefer 
_ seeing films in which the heroes. 

only when the hero or the vil- | 
lain is on the screen. Films in- 

and they are* not as exciting as. 
the films in which the heroes 

get a good role. I've had a few — 

the ones ! did in ‘Nagin’ and 
2 ‘Apnapan’, but roles like these | 

the heroines will sign the film: 

not a hero. The heroes can get 
_ away with saying anything, ‘but on our make-up and still 
heroines can’t. Besides, even the 
heroes have 
that it’s better to be diploma- 
tic: This is what | keep telling 
Shatru. 

speaking, 
knows © 
ed guy 

__ feally shoots who are the late comers — and_ 
mouth when he starts 

though _— everybody ae -_—— 
is a warmheart- ae 

But there’s — 

and. wishes no_ ill 
of anybody. Still, 1 keep telling 
him to confine’ his wit. and hu- 
mour to remarks about me. | 

know him and so | don’t mind. 
always the chance 

that those who don’t know him . 
well may take offense. . . 

- Another thing that ‘amuses’ 
Reena is the 
the heroes. “We heroines have 

Content to let 
‘the heroes dominate 

Harmeet Kathuria 

_ ££ 

unpunctuality of 

to spend hours on our hair and 

of us are” there on the sets on 
begun to realize time — always. It’s the heroes 

who. don’t need more than a 
few minutes for their make-up, 

they get away with it. if a her- 
oine ever tried coming late on 
the sets, she will get a bad re- 
putation in no time at all.” 

Her piece de resistance: “I’m 
very happy and satisfied with 
whatever I’m today. Yes, it does 
give me some happiness when 
| can do’a good role and be ap- 
preciated for it. But there’s no 
craving for more success. I’m 
grateful to God for whatever 1 
have and am absolutely conten- 
ted with the way things are 
going.” 
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topic of 

+ 

Es UT inthe fields, in bars 

at cross-roads, the 

conversation was the 

e. The popular social wor- 

‘ker of Dhuppalpur village, 

“Chowdhary Hari Ram, had be- 

and 

“come a bookworm. 

© Chowdhary Hari Ram was 
well known. He had thundered 

at village panchayat meetings, 

‘received and conducted digni- 

taries, sweated for the uplift of 

the village. Now it was being 

whispered that he was busy col- 

fecting every history book he 

could lay his hands on. 

was early morning. Chillum 

hand, Harku was about to 

step out of the door when he 

d Hari Ram at the gate, ap- 

ve you? I’ve heard it’s almost 
sible to see you these 
You're not in the fields, 

you never come to the club for 
uff. And, ah yes, you were 
the process of signing papers 

tube-well in the village — 
= you got any further news?” 

But the Chowdhary did not 
reply, which was very unlike 
Ball 

* 

lad 

Instead, he just smiled a sec- 
fet smile. Prompted by the sil- 
e@ e, Harku spoke again, “Come, 
come, Chowdhary, out with the 
truth. What are you up to these 
Gays? It was only yesterday that 

ula said you were writing a 
istorical book. . .?” 

3 “Oh, no Harku,” replied the 
Chowdhary with a laugh. “The 
‘alent for writing does not run Je 

in my family.” 

i 

; 
, 

$ 

- what brought 

mother we 

“Well, Chowdhary Hari Ram, 
you our way? 

in and tell your 
‘ want some tea — 
_ Chowdhary Hari Ram is here.” 

_ Buddhu, run 

“Please don’t bother, Harku, 
1 was just about to move along. 
1 came merely to ask Buddhu 
whether his history book con- 
tained any stories of Babar, 
Humayun, etc.” 

“Ah ha, so Tula was right after 

all, was he?” said Harku. 

“No, no, writing history is 

not in my line. But reading, 

yes, | do indulge in reading his- 

tory a little.” 

“What's all the mystery, 

Chowdhary?” inquired Harku, 

smiling ingratiatingly. ‘How 

left the council come you've : : 
involved in_his- chair and got 

tory?” 

The Chowdhary became ser- 

ious. After a pause, he said. 

“Why hide anything from. you, 

Harku — after all you’re one of 

us.” And then, with a surrepti- 

tious glance around, he resum- 

ed, “But. mind, nobody else 

must get wind of what's up.” He 

edged a little closer to Harku 

and lowered his voice. ‘As you 

know, my father had a_ pen- 

chant for writing history. When- 

ever he went to the city he 

returned with some book or the 

other. | was a mere boy then, 

with no attachment for books. 
After my father’s death most of 

the books fell prey to white 
ants. | was very fortunate in- 
deed to find a few still intact. 
You know how fond | am of a 
good tale. Reading those few 
books | learnt that in the days 
of Sher Shah, when Humayun 
was a fugitive, he pitched his 
camp in this very village.” 

“So?” prompted = Harku, his 
eyes fixed on the Chowdhary. 

“One day, Humayun learnt 
that Sher Shah’s forces were 
drawing near. Hastily, he fled 
under cover of darkness, leaving 
behind his treasure buried some- 
where in this very village. Once 
Gobar’s father’s father too said 
that there was untold treasure 
buried here — and | didn’t be- 
lieve him. But now it seems to 
me that fortune is about to 
smile on Dhuppalpur.” 

“So what do you propose to 
do about the treasure?” 

“Well, Harku, | am still sear- 
ching for the exact location of 
the treasure. After that, we'll 
see... .” As he stepped away 
from the gate, he said softly, 
“Remember, Harku, not a word 
of this to anvone.”’ 

~*~ 

“Oh, come now Chowdhary, 

as if | would stoop to do that.” 

Chowdhary Hari Ram had had 

identical conversations witn a 

large number of individuals. To 

each he had given strict instruc- 

tions. “Not a word to anyone.” 

But hardly had the Chowdhary 

left for the city than the whole 

HUMAYUN'S 
‘TREASURE 

i 
‘ 

Brahm Dev 

village reverberated with the 
talk of Humayun’s treasure. 

The excitement gathered mo- 
mentum when Hari Ram returned 
from the city accompanied by a 
man with a surveyor’s cap and 
queer gadgets, ° with which he 
proceeded to map out the land, 
marking off certain areas with 
flags. They circled and marked 
off five spots. Of these, three 

were outside the village prog 
iy = * 

in the fields. It did not take 

long for the village folk to con- 

clude that these areas had been 

cordoned off because they were 

the probable sites of the ‘treasure 

trove. 

After the survey, the Chowd- 

hary reverted to his old routine 

of mixing freely with the inhabi- 

tants of the village. And once 

again, he made the same request 
to each and everyone — that if 
the government got wind of the 
treasure hunt, they would take 
over. Therefore, if the villagers 
got together and dug for the 
treasure themselves, they would 
perhaps all be entitled to a 
share. In this way, the wealth 
of the village would remain in 
the village itself, 

Eve’s Weekly, Mar. \ coal | , 
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‘The very next day, old 
— young, women and men, armed 

with a variety of picks and sho- 
 Vels, trooped to the sites mark- 

ed and began digging simultan- 
eously at the specified areas. 

The population of the village 
was split up into five equal 
groups. The = search for Huma- 
yun’s treasure proceeded with 

the keenness of a competition. 
As they dug deeper and deeper, 
so their enthusiasm increased. 
They were all driven by one 
prime desire — to unearth the 

treasure and share in the spoils. 

During the course of the ex- 
cavation, two gold coins were 
found, on which was inscribed 
the name ‘Alamgir’. At another 
site, they dug up some handi- 
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and THE VILLAGERS DUG 
FRANTICALLY. 

THE THIRST FOR THE 
TREASURE HAD 
INCREASED THEIR 

STAMINA TENFOLD 

crafts and a metal mug. The 
thirst for the treasure had _ in- 
creased the stamina of the peo- 
ple tenfold. But despite . their 
Herculean efforts, no treasure 
heap had surfaced so far. As 
luck would have it, they struck 
water at one site. 

Some villagers began to lose 
heart. But Chowdhary — Hari 
Ram’s enthusiasm was_ conta- 
gious; dejected people picked 
up hope again, and persevered 
with their struggle with the 
earth. Luck is often stronger 
than man’s efforts. Water gush- 
ed out at all the sites, dampen- 
ing the spirits of almost the en- 
tire village. They abandoned the 
digging and went home. 

Water had gushed forth from 
the earth, but, it seemed, only 
to sweep away a part of Chow- 
dhary Hari Ram's reputation. After 

why not 

- And if we 

three days of keeping to him- 
self, the Chowdhary called a vil- 
lage meeting under the great oak 
tree. At the meeting, he rem- 
ained lost in thought for some 
time and then spoke in a most 
dejecterd tone, 

“Ladies and gentlemen, it is 
my deep regret that having ex- 
pended so much _ of our blood 
and toil, we have been unable 
to locate what we set out to 
find. It would be a platitude to 
remind ourselves that what man 
desires he does not always ob- 
tain. But it is a truth never- 
theless. 

“Friends, there is no doubt 
whatsoever that the wild goose 
chase for the treasure put us all 
to great hardship. Still, it would 
‘not do to leave open the gashes 
we have made on the good soil 
of our village. Our cows may step 
into them, our children are like- 
ly to be injured if they happen 
to fall in. Therefore, a certain 
course of action has come to 
my mind. Wealth is not necessa- 
tily money from the mint. Wat- 

S37 

er, too, is wealth, in that it is a 
means for us here. to obtain 
wealth. We haven't found Hum- 
ayun’s treasure, true, but we 
have found instead a part of 
Nature’s store of treasure, so 

make use of it? 

“As you all know, water has 
spouted at five places. If we put 
in some more _ hard work, we 
can convert the sites into wells. 

could get a ‘great 
man’ to inaugurate them, why, 
the. name of Dhuppalpur would 
become a byword for _ hard 
work. 

“This, then, is my proposal. If 
it appeals to you all, well, we 

should lose no time in carrying 
it out.” 

The Chowdhary had _ hardly 
ceased to speak when the hit- 
herto silent gathering gave its 
approval by a roar of cheers. 

The address’ the ‘great man’ 
delivered at the inauguration 
ceremony figured in all the news- 
papers. Below is a resume: 

“Ladies and_ gentlemen, let 
me begin by saying that the 
amount of effort put 

in by the inhabitants 
of Dhuppalpur into the — ahem 
— Venture of the Wells, is un- 
paralleled. In fact, it is unstin- 
ted labour like this that is the 
need of the hour. Pa 
“We must remember at aif 

times that a nation does not 
move forward by the utterances 
of Ministers and Members of 
Parliament — they merely point 
out the way. The real work is 
put in by such as the assembly 
here. - 

“In fact, the inhabitants o 
Dhuppalpur have presented the 
country with an example. ff 
other villages and areas too 
were to follow the example o' 
Dhuppalpur, our country would 
soon become the India of Bapu’s 
dream.” aie 

But livelier than the grea 
man’s address was the scene | 
the Chowdhary’s house. 1 
ceremony for the wells o 
and the great man escorted 
the train, Chowdhary Hari 
returned home tired and fit 
himself onto the charpoy. Go 

—=—-- Ss 

went up to him = and ask 
“Well, how did the ceremon 
go, and has the great man de 
parted?” 3 

“Oh, yes. Everything wen 
along well — and _ now, the 
name of Dhuppalpur_ will re-— 
sound from one end of India to — 
the other.” ss 

“That's all very well. 
still don’t understand. 
that man in the surveyor’s cap — 
marked off those five sites as 
the likely treasure spots, how 
come water gushed forth in- 
sted?” 3 

“Oh, you silly woman. Didn't — 
you know? That man in 
the surveyor’s cap marked off 
the sites not for treasure but for 
water — he is a friend of mine, 
you know, works in the Water — 
Department.” 

Gomti was quick to perceive 
the humour in the situation. 
Smiling broadly, she said, “Ah 

ha. So with those bulky history 
volumes that you kept carting 
home, you made a fool of me 

as well.” 

And she laughed until she 

nearly split her sides. 
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The wedding mandap is an 

indispensabie part ef a Hindu 

wedding, the central focus of 

decoration. Simple, yet deeply 

significant in its symbolism, it 

represents a sanctified, square 

area with four poles, generally 

adorned with fresh, wide banana 

leaves. Each corner is further 

embellished by a systematic, py- 

ramid-like arrangement of ear- 

then pots, seven in number. 

And it is here in the mandap, 

with fire as the witness, that 

hastamilap takes place — the 

meeting of hands in an eternal 

bond — and the bride and the 

bridegroom take the seven sac- 

red steps that will put an offi- 

cial seal on their new relation- 

ship. 

Unfortunately, as with many 

things in the cities, the simpli- 

city that once characterised 

mandap decoration is being re- 

placed by garish, glittering daz- 

zie and cheap plastic pots and 

artificial flowers in place of 

earthen matkas, beautiful in the 

tich colour of the earth and 

sprinkled with the red of the 

auspicious kumkum. And _it is 

this corruption of the mandap 

spirit, so deeply a part of Hindu 
culture, that has the well-known 

painter, Aruna Purohit. so tho- 

roughly involved’ in wedding 

decorations. As she says, ‘A 

wedding is a joyous occasion. 

Like any festival, there is flui- 
dity to the event and this rhy- 
thm cannot be expressed thro- 

ugh solid, ‘heavy _ structures. 
Mandaps_ in the villages are 
often more in aesthetic harmony 

— they have movement ‘and 
colour and they are gay.” 

Aruna’s own mandaps reflect 

the same _ sensitivity for colour 
and balance that have made her 

oA 

collages collectors’ items. The 
stress is on simplicity and on 
creating an atmosphere of warm 
welcome’ through the use of 
traditional things like alpana, 

diyas, chandarvo and, of. course, 
flowers. ‘‘My decoration is ba- 
sically simple. | prefer to use 
flowers judiciously on a back- 
ground, of jute or mats than to 
create heavy, floral patterns that 
often tend to dwarf the couple. 
It must create an atmosphere 
of nandanvan — fresh and ecsta- 
tel 

Aruna feels strongly about 
the lavish spending on decora- 
tion. “It is a sheer waste. It 
would be better instead to give 
the money to the marrying cou- 
ple. Decorations do not have to 
be expensive, or vulgar and 
cheap. In one wedding | attend- 
ed, small plastic spoons that 
come with ice-cream cups had 

ARUNA PUROHIT, eminent painter, also renowned for her unique sculp- 
tures, talks to JYOTSNA SHETH about the floral ‘mandaps’ she creates with 
the simplest of materials to create an atmosphere of warm welcome 

been used to decorate the pots. 
| was simply horrified at this in- 
sult to our culture.” 

The evening | met Aruna, she 
had just received a copy of a 
German book on_ Indian Art, 
containing a reference to her 
work. Naturally, she was both 
happy and excited. . ..“t have 
got the comments translated in 
English. Would you care to 
read them?” she asks happily. | 
quote here a line from the rat- 
her longish passage... “The 
works of Aruna Purohit are rat- 
ional and constructed intellec- 
tually.” 

LEFT: A mural made of pieces 
of discarded wood. 

ABOVE: "I prefer to use flowers 
judiciously on a background of 
mats instead of creating heavy, 
floral patterns that tend to dwart 
the couple,” 



et ays, “Ye es 
. feel a painting with my mind 
first, — before treating it emo- 

tionally in colours.” 

Aruna’s collages are usually 
Pre-occupied with myths and 
symbolism. “As a girl 1! loved 
listening to mytholcgical tales. 

And | still continue to be fasci- 
nated by the various gods for 
the rich imagery behind their 
concept. Take, for instance, Kali 
and the number of ‘swaroopas’ 

in which she can be visualised. 
Whether | believe in her or not 
is immaterial.” 

Aruna’s paintings have found 
appreciation both in this country 
and abroad. They are frequently 
exhibited at the Lalit Kala Aka- 
demi and other group shows. 
In 1960, she received a certifi- 
Cate of merit from the Directo- 
rate of Advertising and Visual 
Publicity in appreciation of a 

calendar designed by her. She 
‘studied at the J. J. School of 
Art, Bombay and the. Faculty 
of Fine’ Arts, Baroda. And al- 
though a mother of three child- 
ren, she has consistently pur- 
sued her interest. . . ‘for, with- 
out that, my life would go dry.” 

were ardent 

she also went 

_ Aruna’s parents 

nationalists and 
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And even while the 
rich, it believed in 

It is from them 
inherited this love 
nature. My father 
gardener and | 

think | have a green thumb 
too, where flowers and plants 
are concerned.” 

Aruna’s paintings show a rare 
sensitivity for colour and lines. 
And although’ the decorative 
element in her collages predo- 
minate, she functions with an 
aesthetic sensibility that makes 
them creatively stimulating. 

To Aruna herself, her paintings 
are almost like her alter-egos. 
“Il have done a small painting 
of a ‘devi’ and it has become 
my best friend, with whom | 
share my most intimate thou- 
ghts.”” 

And now Aruna has turned 
sculptor, having discovered an 
exciting new medium in — of 

to prison. 
family was 
living simply. 
that | have 
for art, for 
was an ardent 

all things — scrap iron. “! work» 
in Mukand Iron and Steel Works 
and the scraps of iron | saw al- 
most daily . being dumped in 
the yard, somehow, _ strangely 

BELOW: Mats, plantain leaves 
and flowers. ‘Decorations do not 
have to be expensive, or gaudily 
vulgar.” 
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fascinated me and | found my- 

self itching to try and give them 

shape.” 

The hunch 

Aruna’s first, 
of sculptures 
iron received 
proved what 

proved right and 
recent exhibition 
made from scrap 
rave reviews, and 
a sensitive artist 

can achieve with any medium. 

The nearly black, unyielding 

material, had, in her hand, ac- 

quired really fascinating con- 

tours. “Once 1! had decided,” 

Aruna said, “I found myself 

visiting the scrap yard as early 

as six in the morning. Many of 

my colleagues then thought me 

crazy”... and recalling this, she 

laughed happily. 

¥ 
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On the teaching of art in 
schools, Aruna observes, “I think 
it needs to’ be less rigid and 
more dynamic than it is now. 
We are still being unduly in- 
fluenced by the West. What art 
means needs to be crystallised 
in personal terms.” 

TOP: A simple but warm wel- 
come. No gaudy neon lights, no 
shiny frills. 

ABOVE : ‘Nag Panchami’. Aruna’s 
collages usually represent myth 
and symbolism. 

Colour photographs: Farokh Reporter 
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Sheer 
armony 

Every Hegde & Golay watch strikes a perfect balance between classic goodlooks and gw" 
an impeccable performance. Two great traditions interlace to bring you excellence. Pd 
At Asia's largest integrated watch complex the skill of India’s foremost manufacturer 
of electronic circuit boards—Hegde, blends with leading Swiss technology of 
Bernard Golay S.A.-inventor of the Quartz Crystal Electronic watch. 

The result—watches from a simple pin lever movement to a sophisticated quartz crystal watch that is in a class by itself. 

The Hegde & Golay range * Consumer Prices 

Rs. Ps. 
SHREESHYLA 94-60 
SIDDARTH/(Chrome, Stainless Steel, Gold Plated) 130-90 
PALLAVI (Chrome, Gold Plated, Deluxe) 146.58 
ARATHI (Chrome. Gold Plated. Deluxe) 3 - Asia's largest integrated watch complex TEJUS (Stainless Steel. Gold Plated) , 46. 

Pi 
4 e Gola Panes. Crone) ee 3 | Hegde & Golay Limited 

J QUARTZ ANALOG (Stainiess Stee!) 
SUCCESSORS TO Bormard! Coley S Aa SWITZERLAND 

¢ Ades variations due to different models in each brand and differences in local . Committed to time and technolog} evies and taxes. 
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Here are some inexpen- 
Sive home-made 
Preparations for your vari- 
Ous problems. 

Cucumber will help to 
brighten up your complex- 
ion. Grate a cucumber and 
extract its juice. Spread the 
liquid on the face and let it 
temain for some __ time. 
When dry, rinse off. 

Face pack for a dry skin: 
Take the yolk of an e 
and beat it well. To this add 
a teaspoon of honey and a 

_ little gram flour. Mix well. 
__ Apply on the face and al- 

_ low it to remain for about 
10 minutes. Then rinse us- 

__ ing tepid water. This will 
_. make your complexion soft 

and glowing. 

Face ae for oily skin: 
To a little multani mitti add 
rose water, half a teaspoon 
of honey, two teaspoons of 

_ lemon juice and mix well 
_ to form a paste. Spread 

this evenly on _ the skin. 
Leave it on till it dries, then 
rinse well. 

’ The wheel of fashion has 
turned and once again tre- 

- mendous interest is evinced 
_ in herbs and herbal. aids to 

_ beauty the world over. They 
| are the current craze for 
| those in quest of magical 

- results. 

_Nature offers a bountiful 
supply of herbs and other 
organic products for vari- 
‘ous beauty preparations. 
Ramma_ Bans, the well- 
known beautician, has been 

‘ researching and_ experi- 
menting in this field for 
many years. She has now 
introduced the Organic 
Face Lift at the Taj Health 
Club at Bombay and Delhi. 

“| mix the gel of a cer- 
tain plant, which has been 
used in beauty treatment 
in India for over 3000 

= —_———_ ane eee 

EE LEN SLE SL a eS 

beauty 

HOMEMADE | 5 

INEXPENSIVE AS WELL AS EFFECTIVE 

Take two teaspoons of milk 
cream or maiai, 
spoons of olive oil and 
juice of half a lemon. Mix 
well. Apply on face, when 
dry, rinse off. 

To refine pores, take a 
little buttermilk and add to 
it a tablespoon of oatmeal 
and a pinch of alum to 
make a paste. Apply on the 
face and allow to dry for 
20 minutes. Wash off with 
tepid water. Those having 
dry skin 
A_ tablespoon of honey 
mixed with a pinch of alum. 

To remove whiteheads 
(hardened oil pockets un- 

years, with other organic 
ingredients. This helps to 
preserve a_ youthful com- 
plexion. No massage, no 
gadgets. You just lie back 
and relax completely while 
the mask does the work,” 
explained Ramma. 

What does the treatment 
involve? 

The face and neck area is 
first cleansed with the juice 

two tea-. 

should use this: | 

is a 

der the skin), steam your 
face over a bowl of boilin 
water. Cover your hea 
with a towel to prevent the 
steam from escaping. Do 
this for about five minutes. 
Then take a strip of cloth 
and exerting a gentle pres- 
sure on the skin, press out 
the whiteheads. Or use a 
blackhead extractor — but 
never your bare fingers as 
this might result in infec- 
tion. 

Want to make a cleans- 
ing lotion? Take a little milk 
or curds and mix rice flour 
to this to make a thin paste. 
Apply on the face. When 
the skin feels dry, rub it off 
and rinse well. 

? AYOUTHFUL >) 
\., COMPLEXION 

of a plant. Then the gel is 
spread evenly on_ these 
parts and left on for about 
30 minutes, to enable its 
contents to penetrate the 
skin. The mask produces a 
tautening sensation which 

self-massage of the 
skin. The gel is then re- 
moved by means of hot 
compresses. Finally pure 
almond oil is applied on 

~Y A 

/ A vinegar rinse helps to 
soften hair and cut the film 
of soap. Mix half a cup of 
vinegar to two glasses of 
water. Rinse your hair with 
this mixture, then wash 
with warm water. 

Lemon juice added to the 
rinse water brings out the 
natural highlights in the 
hair. It cuts down oiliness 
and is an effective remedy — 
for dandruff. | 

Haney and lime juice — 
added to a_ glass of water 
taken: the first thing in the — 
morning has a_ cleansin 
action as well as is helpfu 
for dieters. 

To make wax for re- 
moving. superfluous hair: 
Take 12 tablespoons of — 
sugar and eight tablespoons — 
of water and heat on a low 
fire. Extract juice of two — 
lemons and add to this mix- 
ture. Keep stirring till it 
starts bubbling and chang- 
ing colour. When it is dar’ 
brown remove _ from fire 
and pour into a jar. 

Ratna Gehani 

the skin and left for an hour 

till its vitamin contents are 

absorbed. 

At what age can one have 
this face lift? 

“Anyone between 25 and 
75 can benefit from it. This 
invigorating treatment sti- 
mulates the blood circula- 
tion and tones up the skin, 
softens wrinkles, lifts sagg- 
ing muscles and makes the 
skin glow with health and 
vitality,” claims Ramma. 

A single treatment is re- 
freshing, but it will take 
about ten to bring visible 
results. 

C. j. 





| discriminating eve in choosing sarees 
th lend grace and beauty in be ulling colours 
exquisite designs. Individualistic 

is add a dash of glamour and give you a 
eorge ah rss ngs ; ig out for 

ractive floral prints wi 
binations of stripes, nots ov oes 
mingle of colours, for that’s a new and 
look in the young world of fashions. 

irtesy : Mahendra Mills Limited, Kalol. 

s* Broad border in yellow has floral print 

eautiful colour combinations; while 
other has a vibrant op art print in navy 
-and magenta. 

: Looking sweet and saucy in a black 

)VE RIGHT: Ever so pretty in a 
n floral saree with an unusual print of dots 

allav and border; isolated sprays in 
e dominate the skirt edge of a pretty peach 

a, over-printed with tiny circles 
rectangles. 

T: A striking saree in red, white 
black has an attractive floral border printed 

hy colours. The upper half of the saree 
a geometrical print in red. The shaded saree 

floral sprays over zig-zag stripes 
eal for late evening wear. 

sraphs: Farokh Reporter 



Now a baby milk 

NE lage 

00 
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ye wong 

thatis easier to digest 

Baby 
2 el Milk Food 

Fortified 
ith wit 

8Vitamins 
including 
VitaminE 

Angelisa vitamin-rich, balanced milk food, 
hamodenized for increased digestibility 

Now give your baby the nourishing 
protection of new, easy to digest Angel. 
Angel is a homogenized baby milk 

formula which forms a softer, more fra- 
gile curd in your baby’s stomach. This 
is because the fat globules in Angel 
have been broken up and made more 
digestible. 

Besides being easy to digest, Angel is 
fortified with 8 vitamins and iron, all 
essential for your baby’s growth and development. In fact it is the only baby 
formula with Vitamin E_ to give better 
protection to your baby’s tender skin. 

A product of Foremost Dairies Limited. Bombay 
aesthetic 

Angel is also easy to mix, The for- 
mula can be prepared in the feeding 
bottle itself—all you need to do is shake 
the mixture. on 

Write in for our | 
FREE booklet on 
infant growth and 
development. 
“PROGRESS OF - 
AN ANGEL BABY” 
Please send postal stamps worth Rs. 1/- to 
cover postage and handling charges. 
Send your name and address to : 
Consumer Services Division, Foremost 

i Dairies Ltd, 72 : Janpath, New Delhi-110 001. 
aoe lbh teivailh eis eat ce dias cla i Vaid a, eh add 
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Mrs. Meenakshi Dutta Ghosh of 
Delhi State Tourism Development 
Corporation is its first independent 
Managing Director since its inception 
in 1975. The corporation, which was 

set up to promote tourism in Delhi, 
‘has achieved remarkable results with- 
in a short period under the guidance 

. of Mrs. Ghosh, who took over this 
post last year. 

“Our main aim is to cater to bud- 
get tourists, both domestic and for- 
eign. Most of the tourists who come 
to Delhi cannot afford to stay in 5- 
star hotels. We want to provide clean, 

- cheap and comfortable staying places 
to all the tourists and also reason- 
ably cheap eating places like cafet- 

places in the city. The plans are 
ready; we are awaiting the allotment 
of land. We hope to start construc- 
tion work soon.” 

Meanwhile, Mrs. Ghosh has gone 
ahead with other plans to give more 
facilities to budget tourists. ‘Con- 
ducted peniecsing tours of Delhi 
have been started by this corporation 

for the first time. From this year, we 
have also started weekly one-day re- 
turn tours to Agra, Jaipur and some 

tourist resorts of Haryana. They are 
becoming very popular.” 

Not only are the luxury coach tic- 
kets cheap, they are also attractively 

designed. A small picture of each mo- 

Mrs, Ghosh. 

‘nument to be visited in a particular 
tour along with a little history of that 

ae pecs has been printed on each tic- 
et. The idea is to provide all tourists 

with a kind of souvenir and not just 
a plain ticket. : | 

__* Mrs. Meenakshi Ghosh is an I.A.S. 

and has been in service since 1970. 
- “One exciting thing about this service 
is the variety it offers. From being an 
additional district magistrate | have 
come to this post and | do not know 
where | will be posted next. As mag- 
istrate my work was more regulatory 
and called for lot of tact and diplo- 

macy in pba with rowdy elements. 
But | am absolutely fascinated by my 
job here. Tourism today is a billion- 
dollar industry, not only in India, but 
all over the world. The job requires a 
great deal of originality and imagina- 
tion, and it is very competitive. One 
has to innovate all the time,” says 

“Another field in tourism in which 
___we have been able to show quick re- 

, 

arias and stand-ins some important 

women achievers. 

sults is the production of tourist lite- 
rature. We have brought out this year 
the only authentic and detailed tour- 
ist guide to Delhi which has been 
marketed at only Rs. 4. The only other 
guide to Delhi brought out by ITDC 
a few years back is expensive and 

MEENAKSHI DUTTA GHOSH 

BOOSTING TOURISM 
IN DELHI 

beyond the reach of average tourists, 
Our guide to Delhi has become very 

popular and we _ have sold about 

1,500 copies in a month. | hope to 

bring out a second edition in May.” 

Big hoardings and posters advert- 

ising the facilities offered by DSTDC 

have also -been put up at strategic 

points in the city. ‘‘We also propose 

to bring out a souvenir on Delhi 
which will be sold in the market and 

will also be used for presentation to 

visiting dignitaries. It will be an exqu!- 

site publicaton wth beautiful photo- 

graphs and will bring into focus some 
unique characteristics of the city of 

Delhi.” 

In spite of having achieved so 

much in such a short period, Mrs. 

Ghosh does not feel very _ satisfied 

with the progress. “It is not as fast as 

we want it to be. Our main problem 

is land. We have many schemes to 

built 1-star tourist lodging resorts, 

Underrated, if noticed at all, women’s contributions 
to society have nevertheless been considerable. Spotlight on 

camping sites and cafetarias near rail- 
way stations and inter-state bus stops. — 
These schemes may take time to mat- — 
eralise, but | am happy that there is 
now at least a realisation among the 
people concerned that these facili- 
ties are very necessary. | also want to — 
lay more emphasis on group travel — 
and | am trying to get some schools — 
and other organisations interested in 
i oe 

Mother of two small children, 
Mrs. Ghosh says that doing a job and 
looking after a home is not too tax 
ing as long as one is properly orga 
ised. ke 

“I think children also get used to — 
the idea of having their mother away 
the whole day. My children are qui 
satisfied if | spend enough time with 
them in the mornings and evenings 
But one must have the right kind of 
servant and ayah to look after 
the home and kids. A_ workin 
mother cannot afford to be very 
fussy with servants if she has 
to have peace of mind. 1! feel 
one can enjoy one’s career only 
as long as one is organised. My philo- 
sophy is, your work is only worth it as 
long as you enjoy it and as long as 
your are able to give your best to 
both your home and your work. What 
is the use of working if one is all the 
time worried either about one’s home 
or about one’s work? For a woman 
her home and her children are very 
important. | do not deny the fact 
that a woman’s income does supple- 
ment her. husband’s income and 
helps to raise the family’s standard — 
of living, but a woman should not — 
neglect one at the cost of the other.” 

Mrs. Ghosh’ says that a woman 
has to put up with a lot of male — 
chauvinism. ‘‘Most men think that it’s 
easy to get work done from a wo- — 
man. So being a woman one has to 
have higher standard in everything — 
like morality, integrity, discipline an 
punctuality. A woman has her career 
in her own hands. If she starts with a 
firm hand, she has no problems later 
on, but if she herself is lax and does 
not take her work seriously, no one 
will respect her.” 

Mrs. Ghosh has not faced any 
problems in her career and says that 
if one is good in one’s work and 
knows how to behave, it does not 
matter whether one is a man or a 
woman. 

J. K. 
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"SHINE ITOVER YOUR LIPSTICK OR JUST GLEAM ITON YOUR BARE LIPS 
~ WEAR IT UNDER YOUR LIPSTICK SHONITLE BEALTIFUL WORLES OF AE 

.SHILPI-DM 56A/78 

Take Neycer’s exclusive designs and 
a little imagination 
-and you have the 

blueprint for 
a beautiful bathroom. 

Neycer’s elegant designs and colours are 
often copied, but never equalled. 
And Neycer quality proves its worth— 
even after years of use. Numerous happy 
users in India and Western Europe will 
agree with that! For your bathroom, 
choose nothing less than Neycer. 

J Neycer 
BEAUTY IN YOUR BATHROOM BEAUTY THAT LASTS 

NEIVELI CERAMICS & REFRACTORIES LTD. 

32 
ORM 3659 B-R_ 

Vadalur P.O. 607 303, South Arcot District, Tamil Nadu 



Good food witha enerous - 

OS CONNECTION 
es Soak the green peas for about 2 hours. Bring use of raw materia fos ee 3 mh, ceed sated GERMAIN (SOUP) them to a boil in the same water. Drain out 

ked lv. b t fe tly LAA Aa: water. iN a pan heat 30 grams of butter, add coo! ‘simp| y bu per . he ae a6. ‘grams? Mehydeate d green. eas the chopped onions, chopped white of leeks typifies Swiss cooking. et ADO grams “olans, choppe d o _ and bacon cut in small pieces and cook The | ‘celebrated | cher honk = 70 “rams butter Py without discoloration. Add water and add 

ae) small lee OSS NaN siti ene Switzerland RENE GOTTRAUX. gene oe . 
(Left). assisted by = es 100 grams bacon SHETE Om Siar a 

_ chef de cuisine HUBERT 200 mil. fresh cream 3 
BERTRAUD welcomed cand ' 23 slices bread 
delighted food lovers — ae 
with Swiss dishes at a recent a 
Swiss Food Festival _ oo oo yy 
hosted by the Centaur Hotel in. ao tee 4 
‘collaboration with | | ee oe 
Air-India and. Hotel Du lac, 
‘Coppet, Geneva. a , 

Mr. Gottraux had decided — Pp 
at an early age to be a cook. ae 
At Hotel Beau-Rivage 
Palace in Lausanne he worked | 
his way through all | ee 
departments of the kitchen. oe 
Later, he took over a — oe 
restaurant near Geneva and 
now owns ; the Hotel Du Lac. 

Food | Courter The Centaur Hotel 

eg i 

a 

Farokh Reporter 



the green peas and potatoes cut 

into big pieces. Cook for about 

two hours. Pass through sieve. 

Add the fresh cream and remain- 

_ ing 40 grams of butter. To make 

croutons, cut the bread slices 

into small cubes and fry in but- 

ter. Garnish the soup with crou- 

_ tons before serving. 

Min eg 

. 

_ RAMEQUIN AU GRUYERE 
Fes i 

_ FOR THE PASTRY: 
250 grams flour 
- 100 grams butter 
200-300 mi. water 
_ A pinch of salt and pepper 
12 tart moulds 
tor 

FOR THE FILLING: 
250 mi. milk 
250 mi. cream 
4 ~~ eggs 
‘Salt to taste 
Pepper to taste 
A sprinkle of nutmeg 
100 grams gruyere, grated 

Rub flour with butter, salt and 
pepper using finger tips. Make 
a well of this mixture. Add the 
‘water to make a dough. Grease 
the tart moulds. Roll out the 
dough and spread out onto the 
“moulds. Press the rolled out 
dough into the moulds. Use the 
rolling pin over the dough. Put 
a little bit of gruyere into each 
mould. 

a 

“FOR THE FILLING: 
Break the eggs into a vessel, 

. ip lightly. Add the milk and 
cream, salt, pepper and grated 
_ nutmeg. Pour this mixture inte 
the tartlets. Bake in an oven at 

_ 220° for 15 minutes. Remove 
_ from the mould after it is well 
__ baked and serve. 

see |= oa 

PEACHES FLAMBEES 

6 fresh peaches or 
: peaches 

_ 250 mi. caramel 
100 mi. grand = mariner or cog- 
SS nac 

24 scoops of vanilla ice cream 

; 
2 

. 

ore. 

as 
oer 

aps - 

canned 

orange 

Take fresh peaches and poach in 
the syrup. Make a caramel using 
water and sugar caramelize to 
a fairly dark colour. Add the 
zest of orange and lime. Put 
the caramel in a pan, add the 
peaches and heat. Add the 
grand mariner and flame. Dish 
into a plate and serve with a 
scoop of vanilla ice cream. 

7. 

+ 

Zest of one lime and one 

be 

3 

' Rene Gottraux and Hubert Bertraud demonstrating their art at the 
Centaur Hotel. 

TOURTE AU POIRES 
GLACEES 

2 tsps. jam 
50 ml. sugar syrup 
50 ml. pear essence 
6 —spears, halved 

FOR THE PASTRY: 
200 grams butter 
50 grams powdered sugar 
1 egg 
300 grams flour 

FOR THE GENOISE: . 

4 eggs (separated) 
120 grams flour 
150 grams sugar 

FOR THE FILLING: 

¥Y litre milk 

6 eggs 
100 grams sugar 

NEW GIFTS FOR OUR COOKERY WINNERS 
Prize winners of our Weekly Contest will get in addition 

to the usual Rs. 50 cash prize, 

1) A 3-in-one Storefresh Container from YRUPTI INDUSTRIES, Bombay, 2) A 
gift Hamper from WEIKFIELD containing Weikfield’s Custard Powder, Jelly 
Crystals, Baking Powder, Variety Custard Powder and 
pack tin of pure Coconut Oil from KMP OIL INDUSTRIES PRIVATE LIMITED 
and 4) A book “Delightful Chinese Dishes” by AROONA REEJHSINGHANI 

So, send in your original ve 

' 30 grams flour 

% litre fresh cream 
40 grams gelatine 
Williamine pear essence 

FOR THE PASTRY: 

Make a well in the flour. Put in 

the butter and the powdered 
sugar. With fingertips rub in 
the butter to resemble  bread- 
crumbs. Break an egg. over and 
mix rapidly. Put this dough in 
the fridge for 2 hours. Roll out 
and line a round cake tin of 12 
cm diameter with this dough. 
Bake in the oven, 200° t& 
220° for 10 minutes. 

FOR THE GENOISE: 

Beat egg whites stiffly with half 
the powdered sugar. To the egg 
yolks add the rest of sugar and 
whisk till creamy. Add the yolk 

getarian or Non-vegetarian recipes accompanied with a coupon to Cookery Editor, EVE'S WEEKLY, Bombay Samacha - t Marg, Bombay — 400 023, 

_sugar and_ whisk well. Add the 

and sugar m gether wii 
flour to the whipped egg 
Mix gently. Grease and flour a 
mould of the same dimension — 
as the cake tin. Pour the mixture = 
into it and bake for about 15 
minutes. pee 

FOR THE FILLING: 

To the eggs add 50 grams of 

flour. Boil the milk with the 
remaining sugar. Pour over eggs 
and stir till thick. Add the gela- — 
tine, melted in hot water to the : 
mixture. Let the mixture cool. | 
Add the whipped cream. SAT ee 

Brush the tart with jam. Cut 
the genoise into 1 cm cubes and 
place on the tart. Place both in ; 
a 2% - 3” high mould. Pour the = 
sugar syrup and pear essence 
over the genoise to moisten it. 
Place the pear halves on the — 
cake. Pour the filling over and ~ 
set in refrigerator. at 

_ 

, rea ae gt 

fie ere 
t : 

rie 

LA FONDUE AU FROMAGE 
350 mi. white wine 
600 grams gruyere cheese 
5 grams potato starch or 
cornflour (powder) Pe 
1 flake garlic 
1 tsp. kirsch 
Bread cut into cubes 

Heat the white wine and add 
the chopped garlic. Add the po- 

tato powder mixed with a little 
cold water. Remove’ the pan 

and add the Kirsch and cheese. 

Put the pan back on the fire to Bes 
cook. Serve hot in a fondue pan. _ 
Serve a dish of bread, cut into 
one inch cubes, lightly toasted. 

Corn flour, 3) A 1000 mi — 

: 
‘a LL Silene) eon 

re. 
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Rub in the paneer till it is smooth are done. Then pour orange juice and creamy. Combine soda, flour, otf. and sprinkle salt and sugar to chilli powder, cummin seed taste. When th ee 
’ , € gravy comes to é powder and paneer, Mix well. a boil drain the paneer balls and 3 Divide the mixture into equal float in the gravy. Cook for few portion and shape it into big 

marble size balls, stuffing one 
raisin in each ball. 

Deep fry over moderate heat to 

minutes. 

Spread the spaghetti in a shallow  _ 
serving dish. Pour the orange _ 1 tsp. salt 
gravy over hot spaghetti and ar- FOR THE PANEER BALL: pectcen brown. Drain and _ range the paneer balls on top. 250 grams paneer plunge in hot turmeric water. Serve with r. wy ated ch 2 thsps. flour Keep aside. vegetable salad. ee 

%2 tsp. soda-bi-carb 
1 tbsp. chilli powder 
1 tbsp. cummin seed powder 

Cook the spaghetti in boiling 
salted water till tender but firm. 
Drain. Place in colander and coat 

Few raisins with butter to keep them from 
Oil for deep frying sticking. Set over a pan contain- poten 
Turmeric water ing boiling water to keep it hot CONTES 

till serving time. ANNOUNCEMENT FOR THE GRAVY: 

2 ripe and firm tomatoes, 
chopped 

2 cups orange juice 
1 tsp. chilli paste 
: tsp. cummin seed paste 

3 

_ New Scheme 
For the Monthly Cookery | 

Queen Contest 

FOR THE GRAVY: 

Heat ghee in a karahi. When 
smoking hot remove from the 
fire. Fry the cardamom powder 
lightly. Return the karahi to the 
fire and add masala paste. Fry 
till ghee comes out. Add tomato 
pieces and cook till tomatoes 

_ Miss Meena Batheja, Bombay. 

All cookery contestants for| 
the Monthly Cookery Queen 
Contest wil! have to send in 
their recipe — non-vegetariar 
or vegetarian according to the 
subjects specified for each 
month. We give below sub- 
jects for the coming three 
months to enable you to 
send in your entries well in 
advance. . 

April, 1979 

BAKED PUDDINGS 

VEGETABLE JHALFRAZIE cardamoms, powdered 
tbsps. ghee 

Salt and sugar to taste _ 2. onions 
_ _ 3 spring onions 
_ 2 Iarge size tomatoes 
3 teacups mixed boiled vege- 
tables 
4 green chillis 
_ % teacup tomato ketchup 
_ ¥% inch piece ginger 
1 tsp. chilli powder ~ 

1% or 2 tspsa sugar 
' 2 tbsps. ghee 

ANURITA HURIA, 

New Delhi. 

GRIND TO A PASTE : 
; ; Salt to taste 

_ Chop the onions, spring onions, 
_ tomatoes, green chillis, ginger 
- and coriander leaves. Keep them 
aside. Heat the ghee in a vessel 
__and fry the onions till they turn 
_ brown. Now add the tomatoes, 
_ chillis, ginger and coriander and 

_ fry for at least three minutes. 

Now add the tomato ketchup, 
_ boiled vegetables, spring onions, 

_ sugar, chilli powder, salt and 
¥2 cup water and cook for: five 
to ten minutes. Serve hot. 

PANEER BALLS & ORANGE 
GRAVY ON SPAGHETTI 

Miss Huria_ wins Rs. 50 for 
this week’s best recipe plus a 
3-in-one Storefresh container 
from Trupti Industries, a gift 
hamper from Weikfield, a 
1000 ml Coconut Oil tin from 
KMP Oil Industries, Cochin 
and a hook by Aroona Reejh- 
singhani. 

VEGETABLE KHEEMA 
WITH MACARONI 

1 cup soya bean 
granules 

1 cup macaroni 
2-3 onions, finely 

chopped 
2 tomatoes, chopped 
Salt and red chilli pow- 

der to taste 
1 tsp. turmeric powder 
% tsp. garam masala 
Coriander leaves, finely 

chopped 
2  tbsps. oil 

~ nules 

1”. piece ginger 
2-3 green chillis 
5 cloves garlic 
Soak the soya bean gra- 

in water for half 
an hour. Heat oil in a ka- 
rahi. Fry onions till light 
brown. Add the ground 
paste. When dark brown, 
add the chopped toma- 
toes, and_ fry until the 
tomatoes form part of 
the gravy. Add salt, red 
chilli powder and turme- 
ric powder. Fry on low 
heat for two to three mi- 
nutes. . Squeeze dry the 
soaked granules and add 
to the fried masala. Mix 
well. Cover and simmer 
for five to 10 minutes. 
In the mean_ time, boil 
the macaroni in’ water 
with a pinch of salt till 
tender. Strain under cold 
water. 
Add the macaroni to the 
fried mixture, stir lightly, 
then cover and simmer 
for ten minutes. Remove 
it from fire and garnish 
with garam masala and 
chopped coriander lea- 
ves. 
Serve hot with chappatis. 

May, 1979 

MUSHROOM 
DELICACIES 

June, 1979 

CURRY SPECIALITIES 

All entries for April should} 
reach us latest by March 10.] — 
May entries by April 10, and 
June entries by May 10. 

COOKERY . 
CONTESTANTS! 

Revised Contest Rules 

1. Each recipe must be ac- 
companied by this coupon. 

2. The author of each select- 
ed entry will be informed in 
advance and _ requested to 
send a passport size photo- 
graph of herself to be pub- 
lished along with her recipe. 

3. The recipe must be ori- 
ginal and not copied from a 
cookery book, a magazine of} . 
any other published material 
The prize-winner shall have to 
sign a declaration to that ef- 
fect before the announcement 
is made and the prize award- 

ed. 

Address your’ entries to 
the Cookery Editor, EVE'S 
WEEKLY, Bombay Samachar 
Marg, Bombay—400 023. 
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“iH says here that you once — 
had a slight accident while — 
cooking when you worked at | 
the Scranton Hotel. As head | 
chef that seems to be very 
incompetent. What got 
burnt?” ies 

The manager asked the de- 
parting guest: “Did you 
enjoy your stay with us?” 

The guest said: “Yes, but 
I'm a bit upset about leaving 
the place so soon after I’ve 

Dan: “if you sell your wat- 
ches under cost price how 

_ an you make any profit?” 

Van: “We make our profit 
repairing them.” - 

Z * * “My dear girl,” said the 

_ housewife to her hired girl, “1 asked you not to tell practically bought it.” — 

“4 can write my name in the | your mistress what time | * * | | 
dust here.” : ‘came home last night,’’ said Flat broke at the end of 

“Honestly,” said the maid | the master of the house to 
in admiration, “that’s more | the maid. “Why did you dis- 
than | can do. Isn't educa- obey me?” 
tion a wonderful thing?” “4 didn’t,” said the maid. 

cs : “g “She asked me what time 
invited to a masquerade you got in, and 1! told her | 

party, hard-drinking Jones | was too busy cooking break- 
called to his wife: “Got any | fast to look at the clock.” 
ideas, dear?” 

“Yes,” she replied. “Go 
sober. That'll fool them”. 

* * * 

his holiday, Nick went to a 
second-hand car dealer and 
asked him to put a price on 
his vehicle. The dealer gave 
the car a_ sharp _ scrutiny 
and told him: “Let’s put it 
this way: if 1 was a vet, I'd 
have to shoot it.” 

» * * 

Gladys was normally _pat- 
ient with her very econom- 
ically-minded husband. But 
when they got to the hotel 
and went into’ dinner she 
snapped: “Just remember 
we’re on holiday and for 
once you can stop reading 
the menu from right to left.” 

* 2: * 

The manager was interview- 
ing a new man and was go- 
ing through his references. 

The applicant said. “The 
Scranton Hotel.” 

* a The girl in the ticket booth 
demurred at selling a ticket 
to a youngster in the early 
afternoon. “Why aren’t you 
in school?” she asked sharply. 

“It’s okay, lady,” he assured 
her. “I’ve got the measles.” 

a7 a 

it was the couple's first day 
at the seaside hotel. The hus- 
band excitedly cried: “I know 
what! Let’s go out and have 
some fun tonight.” 

His wife said: “Great idea! 
And in case you get back 
ahead of me, 

A married man claims he 
has seven controls on his TV 
set — his wife and six kids. 
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See : baby cereal | 3 F cream of rice 5 ‘ When you start your baby on and iron essential for baby's “a . _ Solids, give him a food that's healthy growth. 

nutritious, yet gentle on his 
delicate digestive system. Doctors 

: agree that the easiest-to-digest 
pw H) Cereal is rice. That's why we liana itt nit . made Nestum Cream of Rice. It has 

Just the right balance of vitamins 

You can start your baby on it from 
3 months onwards. And as baby 
grows, Nestum Cream of Rice 
mixed with fruits, vegetables, 
dal and saag helps introduce baby 
to new tastes. The gentle way. 

-/ So gentle for 
baby’s digestion. 

So good for < 
baby’s growth. 

4 , Local taxes 
; %\ extra. 
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The narrow road _ between 

Mazagon and Byculla is conges- 

ted throughout the day, with 

crowds hurrying by and vehicles 

pushing through. It is always 

under a- cloud of smog and 

dust. And this road is named 

‘Love Lane’. 

This road set me thinking and 

| began to wonder which local 

lover’s lanes are frequented in 

Bombay when a young coupie 

wishes to spend time alone. And 

do lovers have only lanes in 

which to do their cooing? 

Did | hear someone say 
movie-houses and _ restaurants? 
Well, easier said than done, for 

it is amazing how ingenious are 

the methods used by teenagers 

to hoodwink their parents when 
they wish to date. 

There is the recent experience 
of Rashida, an eighteen-year-old, 

who made a date with clas+- 
mate Quresh, at the Regal. But 
she ran bang into her mother’s 
close friend, Mrs. Gupta, and 
had no option but to introduce 
Quresh as her cousin, Azim- 

- bhai, whom she had met while 
_ shopping. Mrs. Gupta lapped it 

up, and Rashida’ was silently 
congratulating herself for her 
quick presence of mind. But her 
joy was short-lived. for a week 
later, Mrs. Gupta visited her 
mother, and unfortunately for 
Rashida, her real cousin Azim 
happened to be visiting too. 
Mrs. Gupta was introduced to 
him, and she_ promptly said, 
“Haven't | met you before? But 
you look so different from the 

_ day | saw you at the film with 
Rashida.” “Film? What film?” 

said the startled Azim. And of 
-course the cat was out of the 
bag. 

Then again, Smita, a nineteen- 
year-old, decided at last to brave 
recognition and made a date 
with her current boyfriend, 
Arun. He bought the tickets, 
kept his own and gave Smita 
hers, for it was planned that 
they should enter the theatre 
separately. Half an hour before 
the show, Smita hid herself in 
the toilet, to avoid detection by 
the people leaving the theatre 
or entering it. She stayed in the 
toilet until she thought the 
lights would be dimmed and 
entering slyly was shown to her 
place by a most courteous ush- 
er. Sinking down into the seat, 
she reached out and gratefully 
pressed Arun’s hand, thankful 
that she had escaped detection. 
They stayed like this until the 
lights came on at the interval 
when she smilingly turned to 
Arun, and discovered to her 
horror that it was not Arun b.- 
sides her, but a middle-aged 
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gentleman grinning at her from 

ear to ear. Obviously the usher 

had made a slip. “I was frozen 

with shock and embarrassment, 

and as soon as | could possibly 

pull myself together | got up 

and fled,” she told me later. 

My friend Rosanna had a nas- 

ty experience once when she 

went to a film with Ashley, but 

told her mother that she was 

going with her friend Loretta. 

Fate was against her, for at the 

time when she was supposed 10 

be at the film, Rosanna’s mother 

ran into Loretta at the tailors. 

“Good heavens, Loretta! What 

are you doing here? Weren't 

you going to see some film 

at the Metro with Rosanna?” she 

asked. Loretta was equally stun- 

ned, and realizing that she had 

to try and cover-up for Rosan- 

na, she managed to say, “‘Some- 

thing unforeseen crept up at the 

eleventh hour, and! couldn't 

make it. But | gave the ticket to 

my neighbour Sheila, who is at 

the movie with Rosanna right 

now.”” Needless to say, Rosan- 

na’s mother smelt a rat and on 
Rosanna’s return questioned her 
mercilessly, until Rosanna broke 

into a sweat. She was forced ul- 
timately to admit the truth and 
was thoroughly ashamed of the 
deception by the end of it. 

One wonders’ why such ela- 
borate plans of deceit are nece- 
ssary merely to see a movie with 
a friend. Why are parents still 
so strict and orthodox that their 
off-spring need be so frightened. 
of being caught out while dat- 
ing? Surely in this day and age 
when the two sexes are in con- 
tact at so many levels, studying 
together and working together, 
it is only natural that they sho- 
uld date one another, frankly, 
openly and = quite fearlessly. 
However, the -very thought of 
dating is taboo to some parents 
and makes such underhand dea- 
lings essential. 

Then, of course, there are the 
restaurants. But as Gurbir, aged 
twenty-one, said, “Restaurants 
are too public. If a boy wants to 
get to know a girl better, a res- 
taurant is hardly a_ place he 
would choose. For one thing, 
you have to get used to the 
sensation of having a dozen 
pair of eyes on you. This can 
be quite intimidating, and both 
parties are very self-conscious. 
Besides, the more exclusive res- 
taurants cost a packet, so that 
even a cup of coffee makes a 
big hole in one’s pocket.” 
“One can always resort to the 

family-rooms in the more sleazy 
restaurants,” Jasmine pointed 
Out. “But as they have probably 
been misused in the past, they 
have become extremely noto- 
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WHEREVER LOVERS GO 
THERE S ALMOST 
ALWAYS SOMEONE 
WATCHING. IF IT IS 
NOT A PARENT OR 
ACQUAINTANCE, 

IT IS SOME LECHEROUS 
VOYEUR. WHAT DO 

LOVERS DO TO 
BEAT THEM ALL? 

Rochelle D’Souza 

rious. Thus the hotel authorities 
are immediately on their guard 
if a couple enters one of them. - 

Besides, when you do come out, 
you are stared at by all with 
such sinister implications that 
you immediately feel cheap and 
degraded. And all you wanted, 

in the first place, was to chat 
quietly over a coke.” 

The popularity of hotels and 
restaurants has. therefore dwin- 
died. But out of necessity comes 
invention, and today teenagers 
have worked out another novel 
way of meeting one another. 
This has taken the form of what 

all the world 
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AF 

ate —~ 
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is popularly 
‘house-party’. A close circle of 
friends usually plan the party so 
that there are about ten or 
twenty couples. They need not 
necessarily be celebrating an oc- 
casion, for the party is a general 
pool-in where the boys organize 
the snacks, drinks, and invite the 

girls. If a person likes dancing 
he can “freak out” uninhibitedly. 
If music is his passion, he can 

listen to his heart’s content to 
the latest rock music. And if the 
volume is several degrees louder 
than usual, it is only their way 
of giving vent to their exuber- 
ance. There are ample opportu- 
nities to socialize, make friends 
and establish contacts. .And if 
you hate music, dancing and 
other people, there is always. 
the booze. ‘It is all good, clean 
fun and everyone enjoys him- 
self,” a habitual party-goer told 
me. 

Some parents, however, seem 

to be under the impression that 
there are more suspicious go- 
ings on at such a party, and the 
most imaginative liken it to some ~ 
kind of an orgy. There are par- 
ents | know who prefer to send 

‘(YY 
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their children to gala, formal 
dances rather than to a party, 
since the former are more ‘open’ 
and hence less alarming. Their 
children then invent a pack of 
lies about where the formal 
dance is being held, about 
which bands or beat-groups are 
in attendance, and whom they 
are going with. Then they leave 
the house supposedly to a sop- 
histicated gala show, wearing 
faded jeans and _ T-shirts. It 
beats me how their parenis 
can’t see through the hoax. 

One can quite understand 
girls having a difficult time get- 
ting permission to go out at 
night, for parents are far more 
protective of their girls than of 
their boys. But there are grown- 
up boys ! know, in their early 
twenties, who find it impossible 
to get out of the house without 
fabricating the most fanciful sto- 
ries. 

Dilip once bluffed his mother 
that he was going on an over- 
night excursion with the hiking 
team of his college. In actuality, 
he wanted to go to a party his 
friends had planned. ‘Where 1s 
the hiking club going?” asked 

his mother, swallowing his 
story. Dilip said the first thing 
that came to his mind. “To 
Matheran,” he said. His mother 
then got out an attache-case 
and packed in soap and tooth- 
paste, a towel, and sheets bec- 
ause “it might get chilly in the 
night”. Dilip could hardly con- 
ceal his laughter. However, he 
took the case, dutifully kissec 
his mother good-bye and made 
his way to Pradeep’s place 
where the party was being held. 
He avoided being seen at the 
windows there. The party went 
off as planned, Dilip had a sup- 
er time and returned home at 
9 o’clock in the morning. He 
was of course, fagged out after 
dancing his heels off during the 
‘night, but his dear mother thou- 
ght that it was because he had 
done hours and hours of stren- 
nuous hill-climbing. She rem- 
ains ignorant to this day. 

| couldn’t help laughing when 
| was told how Sameer hit upon 
a plan to fool his mother in or- 
der to attend a party, and how 
it was an utter failure. When his 
mother refused to grant him the 
permission to go to a party, he 
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morning that 

asked his friend Vijay, to step 
in. Sameer left his home (appar- 
ently for the factory he worked 
at) at around half-past six in the 
evening, the time he normally 
left his house when on night- 
duty. He made his way instead 
to the party. At around half-past 
eleven which was approximately 
the time Sameer returned home 
after. a night-shift, his friend 
Vijay (who was at the party 
too), stepped in, changing from 
his trendy party gear into ordi- 
nary workday clothes. He went 
to Sameer’s home and informed 
his anxious mother that he was 
Sameer’s colleague at the fac- 
tory and had been asked to pass 
the message on that Sameer 
would be working overtime till 
about 3 o'clock in the morn- 
ing and would spend the night 
at the office for want of ade- 
quate conveyance to get home. 

Sameer’s mother seemed quite 
satisfied with the explanation 
and thanked Vijay for delivering 
the message. But mothers have 
a strange intuition sometimes, 
and since it had been Diwali 
night, she cross-questioned Sam- 
eer to such an extent the next 

he was forced to 
admit that he had been to a 
party. Vijay was the one most 
affected by the deception. |! 
met him a_ few days later and 
he said, “It’s all very well for 
Sameer, but | can’t figure out 
how | am_ going to face his 
mother again. She will be fur- 
lous that I! aided her son in 
throwing dust in her eyes.” 

There are always stage plays 
to be seen if one lives in Bom- 
bay and is a theatre enthusiast, 
but as they do wind up rather 
late it’s not always easy getting 
permission. Beat contests, rock 
shows, jam sessions and discos 
are other favourite haunts which 
Bombay’s_ collegians frequent. 
But apart from organized enter- 
tainment, young people disco- 
ver their own hide-outs for a 
rendezvous, until these places 
gain in popularity, grow too 

crowded and are in turn discar- 
ded for some other place. 

In Bandra, there is the Band- 

stand or Land’s End, or as it is 

vaguely known “that joint be- 

hind the rocks’. Anita related 

to me the sorry experience she 

had when she escaped behind 

the anonymity of the rocks with 
Riaz. They were engrossed in 
singing ‘“tilmi’” songs about 

which both are very keen. 
They were oblivious to every- 
thing around them, while stead- 
ily the tide crept in, so that 
half an hour later, when they 
came down to earth, they found 
themselves marooned on a tiny 

island of rocks. .They had to 
jump from rock to rock in order 
to reach the shore. The most 
amusing part was that the nect 
day both Anita and Riaz were at 
the dispensary, to get ointment 
applied to the badly bruised 
soles of their feet. “We had 
had to discard our footwear to 
grip the wet, slimy rocks. Both 
Anita and | sat at different cor- 
ners of the dispensary, aching 
with laughter,” said Riaz. 

However, every second lane 
In Bandra is a delightful Lover’s 
Lane, because most are cool, 
serene, deserted avenues. 

Girls and boys are very astute 
when it comes to _ discovering 
places to go to. In Dadar’s Shi- 
vaji Park area, there is the beach 
at Cadell Road, which is, as 1 
was told by Neeta, “frowned on 
by most decent folk, since tt 
has acquired a notorious repu- 
tation and is usually used by 
‘cheapies’.” In Mazagaon, far 
from the madding crowd, is 
Ferry Wharf (or Bhaucha Dhak-- 
ka, as it is locally known), which 
has become the ideal lover's 
lane. | am_ told that the place 
“overlooks the harbour and is 
ulmost like a beach, but with- 
out sand. It is very private and 
romantic and is well cut-off 
from the Mazagon T.T. area by 
a winding bus-route.” 

In the Malabar Hill area, 
there are the Hanging - Gar- 
dens, of course, and the road 
leading up from Kemp‘s Corner, 
which has become so pseudo- 
Yankee that it is used as a park- 
ing-lot ostensibly, but for other 
activities, in reality. At Worli, 
there is the sea-face, which on 
some days gets so crowded that 
the couples literally sit shoulder- 
to-shoulder! Those who are fin- 
ancially less well off use the 
gardens of Bombay University. 
“The advantage of these well- 
manicured lawns in that nobody 
suspiciously speculates about 
you, but thinks you are heavily 
involved discussing Marx, Keats 
or Curie. Besides, there are sev- 
eral spots in the interior of the 
University that don’t face the 
main road and afford privacy,” 
said Shenaz who often goes 
there with Navroz. 

In the course of my extensive 
research | did find several dub- 
ious locales, and the admirable 
skill and ingenuity of boys and 
girls in Bombay. However, tho- 
ugh they may have problems 
initially, the fun they have com- 
pensates for the worse moments. 
For | have discovered too that 
“all the world loves a lover’, and 

what is accepted universally, is 
doubly applicable in swinging 
Bombay. 
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The year of the child brings to focus the 
fact that children all over the world are in 
need of greater attention and care. Lik 
flowers, they bloom in a happy and congen- 
ial atmosphere and wither away if neglect- 
ed and uncared for. They need not 

economic security, but also emotional secu- 
rity and stability. In India, with its poverty 

_ and increasing population, the efforts being 
made by the government and other voluntary 

organizations are not enough. The problem is 
enormous, solutions are few. and resources 
‘scanty. Besides the demand for orphanages 
or homes for the handicapped and mentally- 
‘retarded children, there is also a growing 
demand for more homes for _ illegitimate 

luring the early years of life. But 
child is denied these needs, he tends to be 

a problem child and an unhealthy element 

society. 
at is more important is not just open- 

ing of new orphanages or homes, but of 
providing love and affection to its inmates. 
People with dedication and who are willing 

o give their love unhesitatingly to these 

deprived children are the greatest need of 

One 

ely) is the Arya Orphanage in Daryaganj. 

has 650 boys and girls between the ages 
3 and 18 years i hree _ institutions. 

schools near — by. 
18, most of the 

1 ter them. They are 

all ‘provided with their basic needs, and 

those willing to study further are encourag- 

very poor class. The mothers of some of 

them take up jobs in these institutions and 

- Jook after the children. One woman _ has 
about 25 children in her care. “But,” says 

‘Mrs. Chitra Chowdhary, deputy secretary of 

‘the institution, “it is difficult to’ get dedicat- 

ed women always. The _ institution, which 

runs mostly on donations, cannot afford to 

- pay high wages and so we try to do the 

best with what we can get.” 

Jain Bal Ashram is another such place In 

‘the same area, but it has fewer children. 

This institution gives children for adoption. 

A well-kept place is the Nirmala Shishu 

Bhawan run by the Missionaries of Charity. 

| ~#it provides home for sick, crippled and ab- 

? andoned children. Unwed mothers are also 

given shelter. Most of these children 
| d before they reach the age of five, 
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“we look after them till they settle 

_ the slum areas in Delhi and pick up 
Like 

* 

only | 

of the most well-known orphanages ~ 
Delhi for both boys and girls (kept separ- © 

e boys are free © 
cal growth of an orphaned child, the Home is 

& 4 sain ties aang . this love due to 

‘ed to do so. They come from an economically 

are. 

but even the ones which are left there are not 
abandoned by the Sisters. “No one can give 

these children the love of their parents,” 
says the Sister in charge, “but we try our 

to. fulfil this need of the children. 
Grown-up children are sent to school and 

in life. 
We also keep the children of very poor par- 
ents who cannot provide for their children.” 
In fact, two Sisters make daily rounds of all 

ni the 
children needing help. They are kept in the 
home for some time and then are sent 

_back to their parents. | 

~ Paina in Old Delhi, a home recently open- 
ed by the Delhi Council of Child Welfare, 
brings hope for the abandoned child. The 
children are kept in clean surroundings, 
with a qualified nurse and other attendants 
to look after them. The Council hopes to 
provide all of them love and care irrespec- — 
tive of colour, caste or sex. It also hopes to 
find suitable homes for these children and 

he 
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_ Jyotsana Kapoor 

‘scrutinizes all applicants wishing to adopt 
children with great care. aoe 

Situated in the heart of the city is the Chil- 
dren’s Village Cottage Home, run by the Dir- 

-ectorate of Social Welfare. Started about a 

year ago on an experimental basis to see the 

effect of home life on the mental and physi- 

proving to be a success. “The most ‘import- 

ant factor in the proper growth of a child,” 

‘says Mr. P. C. Kumar, Joint Director, Social 

Welfare, “is the affection and love of a mo- 

ther and if a child has been deprived of 
certain circumstances, we 

try to provide it with the help of a House 

Mother or Foster Mothers.” 

There are six cottages in all, with ten child- 
ren-in each cottage under the care of one 

house mother. “These houses provide the 

necessary family atmosphere, motherly love 

and affection in a normal! environment and 

_a spirit of family life, which is missing in all 

other such homes. And | feel these things 

are very necessary for the proper mental, phy- 

sical and psychological growth of a child,” 

says Mr. Kumar. 

the children and a hospital near by. . The 

of security and warmth.” The house mothers 

are also a devoted lot, They are employed 

the Social Welfare Department and get 

pay of 
mother should have studied up to Aigher 

wt jhet 

“There is a playground for. 
in 
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younger children sleep in the same room as if : 

the house mother, as it gives them a sense ¥ 

a 

about Rs. 530 per month. A Neusat ‘ 

ES 

Secondary, preferably be a widow without 
any encumbrances and be about 40 years of 
age. All children, once they reach the age 
of 16, are sent to Observation Homes run 
by the Directorate of Social Welfare and 
then trained for vocations of their choice. 

The children who come to the  Udayan 
Foundling Home are literally thrown away — 
babies. They are often in a shocking physi- — 
cal state when they come to this. institution. 
It is difficult to save the lives of all the ba- 
bies who come here, in spite of the efforts 
of a child specialist and a children’s hosp 
tal. Most of the children who are brought 
here have been found abandoned in drains 
and nullahs in extreme conditions of expo- 
sure. 
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ave that 
be razor alone! 

Cream 
hair away 
the lovely 

~», Anne French 
. way 

What's a girl like you 
doing with that razor? 

Shaving? But it’s for men! 

A razor cuts the hair from just 
above the skin surface, leaving 
behind an ugly razor stubble... 

™ even nicks and cuts! What you 
/ need is gentle, feminine 

_ Anne French Hair Remover. 

It works below the surface of 
the skin where no razor can 
reach. And it's so simple 

to use. Just apply the cream. 
Wait a while...and wipe it 

off along with the unwanted hair. 

' And there you are—a lovelier 
» you—with silky-smooth arms 
~ and legs for weeks! 
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_ the streets are picked up 

D DEEL 
because it puts dedicated women and needy 
children together in an atmosphere very 
close to normal family life. The children 

_are given love, personal care and emotional 
security. All the children are cared for as long 
as they are not capable of working and living 
independently. According to Mr. J.N. Kaul, 
Secretary-General, SOS Children’s Villages, 
“Only those women are taken who can give 
love to the children. A woman must have a 
sense of involvement and feel this is her 
home and these are her children. We feel 
that children in the homes should not be 
treated as inmates, but as individuals with 
their own identities. And the SOS Village 
Homes try their best to provide these child- 

_ ren with a proper home and family.” 

Bal Sahyog, an _ institution for dropout 
_ children of poor parents, is doing remark- 
_ able work in trying to settle these children 
in life. The institution has set up 19 contact 
_. clubs in various backward areas of Delhi, to 

provide facilities for recreation and craft 
work for the children of working class peo- 
ple. Children found roaming aimlessly in 

‘ and gradually 
_ drawn to these clubs where they develop 
_ their latent talents and become good citiz- 

ens. Institutional services are provided only 
to those boys who, the authorities feel, are 
very bad cases and need to be kept away 
trom the tense atmosphere of home. Admis- 
sion is for boys between the ages of 12 and 

— 16 and all the maladjusted or wayward boys 
: in need of help are taken in. They are given 
| vocational training in various fields and’ the 
| institution helps them to get jobs later on. 

| Mentally retarded and handicapped child- 
__ ren need a lot of understanding and a special 
kind of training. “Retarded children have 

the same needs, emotions and feelings as 
‘normal children. But these are unsually ei- 

ther overlooked or exaggerated. It is neces- 
sary that a retarded child is treated like a 
normal child and not avoided or ignored 
~ by others. Society has a responsibility towards 
_ such children and it must try and accept 
_. them,” says -Mrs. Vasanthi Pai, President of 

World Federation of Mentally Retarded 
(India). Commendable work is being done 

in this respect in the Balwant Rai Mehta 
_ Vidya Bhawan, Lajpat Nagar, New Delhi, 
where sincere efforts are being made to 
conduct an integrated programme for retard- 

ed and handicapped children with ‘normal’ 
children. This institution is the only One ot 

its kind in Delhi and has been started on an 

_ experimental basis as it is felt that if ‘normal’ 

| children learn to accept such children at an 

| early age, they will not treat handicapped 
_ people as outcastes later on. 

Another good institution for mentally- 

retarded children in Delhi is the Cheshire 

Home at Okhla. It has also a workshop atta- 

ched to it. Many dedicated people  ofter 

their services, and all efforts are made to 

treat the children as ‘normal’ children. This is 

the only place in Delhi which keeps the 

| “severe cases of mentally retarded and other 

| fhandicapped children for life. These are the 
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children who, it is felt, cannot get attention 
or care anywhere else. 

Though there are a few other institutions 
lor mentally retarded children in Delhi not 
all of them provide facilities for other kind 
of handicapped children. Only a few of the 
government hospitals have rehabilitation 
centres for all kinds of handicapped people. 

The Institution of Physically Handicapped 
on Deen Dayal Uphadhyaya Marg is the only 
place which has a school. It also teaches the 
handicapped the optimum use of a defective 
limb. According to Miss Veena Slaich, Senior 
Occupational Therapist, “Much depends on 
the parents of handicapped children. If they 
are encouraged to accept the deformity, 
they learn to adjust themselves easily. But 
if the child is not accepted at home, how 
can he be accepted in society? The parents 
must help their handicapped child to gain 
confidence and self-sufficiency.” This institu- 
tion provides artificial limbs, crutches, 
spinal support and splints for hands 

Delhi has its share of orphans 

and handicapped children. 

The city administration and 

several organizations are making 

an effort to help them _ 

and legs for all age groups. Children bet- 
ween the ages of 6 and 9 years are admitted 
for education till high school and are at the 
same time taught how to make maximum 
use of their artificial limbs. 

The Govt. Lady Noyce School for the deat 
and dumb, Ferozeshah Kotla, New Delhi, 
has hostel facilities for both boys and girls 
and also education facilities till Higher Sec- 
ondary. In fact, there are many institutions 
for the blind which admit children for edu- 
cation. There is one government school for 
blind boys in the Kingsway Camp area, as 
well as the Bharat Blind School in Shahadra 
and the well known Jormal Memorial School 
for the Blind on Lal Bahadur Shashtri Marg, 
New Delhi. The children here are taught 
various Crafts. 

The children of working mothers are also 
in great need of love and emotional secur- 
ity. Deprived of the warmth and closeness of 
their mothers for the greater part of the day, 
these children often grow up feeling neglect- 
ed and unwanted. To minimize the problems 
nf such children, the Home Ministry started 
a few years back a chain of creches in Cen- 
tral Government colonies, meant only for 
the benefit of government officers. These 
creches keep the children from 3 months to 
7 years for the whole day. The charges de- 
pend on the parents’ pay. The parents have 
to provide food and other everyday needs 
ot their children. Each creche has about 40 
children under the care of three attendants, 
tour ayahs and one main incharge. The child- 

ren are kept in clean rooms with clean beds 

and cots for ‘them. The women looking after 

the children are the wives or daughters of 

government employees who are in need of 

extra money. 

The Delhi Administration has also opened 
10 Day Care centres for the small babies of 
working mothers. They do not keep school 
going children and have only 25 children in 
each centre, as it is difficult to give good 
care to more children. 

The credit for thinking about the needs 
of the children of labourers goes to the late 
Mrs. Meera Mahadevan, who started creches 
for such children in 1969. These creches 
are not based on philanthropy or patroniz- 
ing charity, but on the right of an Indian 
child, no matter where he in born or what 
background he is from, to care and educa- 
tion. Initially this creche idea failed, as there 
were older brothers and sisters who needed 
looking after too. So the creche became a 
creche-cum-school. Today it is a creche-cum- _ 
school-cum-training-cum-continuity centre. 

“A slow and arduous process of persua- 
sion and public relations work was required 
before the field could be opened up for our 
work,” says Mrs. Devika Singh, 

and medicate them.” 

The Observation Home for boys run by ae 
the Delhi Administration is a place which — 
must be mentioned. Miss Usha Bahadur, — 
Special Officer, Research 
“The . children who come 

Training, says, 

quents, (2) Neglected. Whereas neglected 
children are those who have run away from 
homes and have been lost: due to one rea- 
son or other, delinquents are those children 
who have committed some crime. Neglected _ 
children are dealt with by the Child Welfare 
Board and delinquent children are dealt by 
the Children’s Courts. 

the Observation Home.” According to Miss 
Bahadur, most of these children have family 
problems. ‘We try and help these children 
by having long sessions with their parents, 
and 60 per cent of such children are restor- 
ed to their families. Though the parents do 
co-operate with us, the economic problems, 
which are the major cause, cannot be solv- — 
ed by us. Then some parents have double 
standards in everything they do. They want 
to send their children to good schools and 
mix with rich boys and girls, but at home 
they are not willing to give them any free- 
dom. These children find it difficult to ad- 
just themselves to these different circumst- 
ances and so either they run away home or 
create problems and difficulties for their 
parents.” 

All those children who cannot be restored 

to their families for one reason or another 

or have no one to look after them, are sent 

to the Children’s Home for Boys, Kingsway 
Camp. This institution provides care, treat- 

ment, education and vocational training in 

eight different trades. 

Continued on page 54 
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Chairman, 
Mobile Creches. “A sense of challenge had 
to be inculcated in all field workers so that — 
they could feel that they had to prove to all — 
on a work site that the children merited bet- . 
ter facilities. It was a peaceful battle for re- 
cognition that had to be waged and is still  _ 
being waged. It was also a problem in the __ 
beginning to convince mothers to trust us to 
handle their babies, feed them, clean them a 

to this home 
can be divided in two categories: (1) Delin- 

Till a decision is ta- 
ken by the courts these children are kept in 



It was a starless night. Dark clouds cove- 

red the moon too so that the flames of the 

funeral pyre seemed eerily bright. There was 

a storm coming, but nothing to match the 

tornado that had just shattered our lives. As 

| stood and watched my son turn to ashes 

om before my eyes, | thought: “Let the secret 

die with him.” 

A raindrop hit my cheek and the huddled 

group of friends who had accompanied ime 

there, glanced apprehensively at the sky and 

shuffled their feet, impatient to go. One of 

them tucked an arm through mine, “She- 
__khar,’”” he said, “It is all.over. Time to go.” 

_ I let myself be led away. 

“Where is my wife?” | asked. The words 
_ did not seem to belong to me. The voice 
___ was almost a croak. 

“In hospitai,’”” said the man who was lead- 
_ ing me. “She’s completely over-wrought with 
the tragedy, poor thing. They've given her 
-tranquillizers to compose her.” 

_ “And my son?” | almost asked, then rem- 
embered that we had just cremated him. 

The man who led me whispered, ‘Those 
___ whom the gods love die young.” 

“ “They must hate me then,” | rasped. He 
glanced sharply at me but said nothing. 

Bot am old and sstill Ae sixty-one 
alive. 

years 

_ We walked in silence punctuated only by 
fe. the patter of raindrops which had increased 
Pin intensity now. They hurried me on, a 
_ faving old man who mumbled something 

from time to time that was incomprehensi- 
ble to them. 

- They pushed me into a waiting car, out of 
_ the rain. Soon we were bumping along the 

_ uneven ground towards the 
i walled into a warm world, protected from 

__ the angry raindrops by walls of glass. It be- 
set me again, the peculiar breathlessness 
that always came on when | was confined in 
a small space. It happened to me in eleva- 
tors too. | began to gasp for breath. Our 
family doctor who had accompanied me 
shouted to my friend on the other side 
Nathan, lower the window, Shekhar is 

struggling for breath.” | took j 
of welcome air. Beg ak, 

# bas you all right?” The doctor: put his 
. = mine. It was scant consolation. “You 
Be » eeapl must go away for a holiday. The 
be S ; ” : ob cene will do you good,” he ad- 

: 
I did not reply. | knew ; wh - pen if we both went ppb std = would g° round and rou 

hing out the sequence of events in the t gedy till we both became insane We sh ed a secret about the happening that wa a not wish to become public. In the fj m. glare of legal limelight, | didn’t know hed construction people would put on it oe 

away together. We 
nd in circles thras- 
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Laxmi and | were married twenty-five 

years ago. She was not educated but my 

parents assured me she was a good girl and 

| would do well to marry her. | was quite 

old when | married. There was a reason for 

this. | was not a very healthy man in my 

early years and maybe my father and mot- 

her thouglit marriage would be too much of 

a responsibility. It was only when mother 

died that my health improved. Laxmi and 

| had been married for three years, but we 

were childless. Mother’s desire was to see 

us blessed with a son. But he was horn 

after she left us. Sometimes, when our son 

Chirag talked or laughed, | was reminded of 

my mother. He had her traits of behaviour 

too and the same taste in food — he liked 

sweets and hated onions. 

In the early years of my marriage, we 

lived away from the city. It was almost like 
a village, so Laxmi was very much at home. 
| worked in a nearby industrial plant. It 
was more convenient to stay here, than in 
the heart of the busy metropolis.. With 
promotion, | was forced to move away to 
the headquarters, based in Bangalore. Laxmi 
did not like it. As | told you, she was not 
educated and crowds bored her. Chirag was 
of school-going age then and | was happy 
he would be in the vicinity of good schools. 

We ee Fae 
Se 6G t 

when we quarrelled, she took refuge in smo- A 

thering Chirag with affection, and ignoring 

me completely. It was her way of punishing 

me. 

Why does a man stray? The lapse is not- 
one-sided. There are so many facets to it. 

The deception is born from frustration with 

home and family, with niggling worries, per- 

sistent nagging, grossness of appearance and 

speech, a curious sense of being unwelcome. 

Laxmi grew fat with the new-found luxury 
of my increased salary and perquisites. We 

had many servants and she did not have to 

do her own chores. The food was heavy 

and richly spiced. She hardly walked bec- 

ause now we had a car to take her where — 

she pleased. 

1 liked to read and discuss topics of inte- — 
rest with an intelligent companion. Time and 

again, | came home to find my gross wife 

ranting that | was not paying her enough at- 

tention. ; 

“You have every conceivable luxury here,” 
| cried. ‘What are you grumbling about?” 

“We never go out together like we used 
to,” she complained. “You are wrapped in 
your own work.” 



And do you think | work li 
lease myself? | am ea 

tor you and Chirag. To educate him and 
qualify him for a good job and to save 
enough for our old age comforts.” 

“lt was happier in the suburbs,” she said. 
“You were a different person then.” 

“Will you shut up and let me read?” 
Late into the night | spread out my files 

on the study table and browsed through the 
notes | had scrawled in the office. But my 

eyes burned and | was troubled by an end- 
: less sniffing and weeping which came from 
the bedroom. Try as | might, | could not 
Shut out the sound - which was a severe 
source of distraction. | went into the bed- 
room. She’ looked up expectantly, as | swit- 
__ ched on the light. In its brightness, she was 

more unattractive than ever, rotund in a 
new lace nightie that did not suit her at all. 

“What is it?’”” she said. 

“VIl_ lose my job on account of you,” | 
cried. ‘From tomorrow I'll work late in the 
office. Don’t wait to have dinner with me.” 

That was how it began. The late nighis 
grew later and sometimes | did not spend 
_ them in the office at all. There was a wo- 
~ man-in my office whose company was plea- 
‘sant. She was lively and well read; she was 
stenographer to my immediate superior. A 
couple of times when | worked late, she 
stayed to help me out with the typing. One 
such evening, we _ finished work at nine 
o'clock and as we drove to her house where 
1 dropped her on the occasions we worked 

_ late, she said suddenly, “Mr. Shekhar, you’re 

a very intelligent man, but you have such 
sad eyes.” 

_ “Life is ironic,” 1 said. ‘When peopte 
have no comforts they hanker for luxuries 
and when these come their way, they turn 
round and shun them.” ~ 
“You're talking 
you?” : 

“How did you know?” | asked. 

rning this money 

PE ee 

about vour wife aren’t 

“It is so apparent, even a fool would have 
_ sensed it,” she said. 

ae : = “Oh.” 

op “Why don’t you take her out sometimes? 
Go to a movie maybe. She must be so 

bored.” 7 

_ #She doesn’t like the same films that ! 
care for,” | replied. “And I’m damned if 1'il 
sit and suffer her variety.” 

<i 

BSN tS a beh ane 
Pe hope _ We pulled up below her flat, where she 

lived with her old parents. She was in her 

early thirties. Marriage had slipped by her, 

while she slogged to support her aged fai- 

her and mother. Their relatives had migra- 

ted to Australia or the U.K., but Rosie’s par- 

ents had stuck on because. of ill health and 

lack of funds. The money she made was 

just sufficient for them to live in comfort. 

| doubted if there was anything left to save. 

Be Miia oS i 
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On one occasion | went up to their flat and 

had coffee with them. It was sparsely furnis- 

hed and the china was chipped. But the Bri- 

‘tishness was there in their nostalgic voices, 

in their accented English and their grey 

eyes. | thought if | had enough money to 

spare | would have sent them all away to 

the countries they longed for. 

i 
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2 a dog just I told Rosie this one Christmas day in my 
awkward fumbling way, as | offered her a 
silk saree — my first gift to her. She took it 
and held it to her face. When she drew it 
away | saw that there were tears in ner 
eyes. She had put the saree to her face to 
hide those tears from me. ‘Rosie, you're 
crying?” | said in a rush. She-looked beau- 
tiful with her straight brown hair and lim- 
pid grey eyes. ‘Don’t you see?” she said, 
“it will be no use. As futile as our attrac- 
tion tor each other. They will be as much 
Outcastes in those countries as they are hete 
in the land of their birth.” 

| lifted her pale face and kissed her light- 
ly. She had put in words a feeling ! had 
been trying my best to drive underground 
because it went against my conscience. She 
clung to me and wept and | smoothed. her 
hair and whispered that everything would 
be all right. Even as | spoke, 1! knew it 

SHE WAS MY BOSS’S STENO, 
AND WE USED TO SIT 

LATE IN THE OFFICE WITH OUR 
RESPECTIVE WORK. _ 

THAT IS HOW IT BEGAN. 
WE DID NOT REALIZE THAT 
THERE WAS TALK IN THE 
OFFICE. BUT MY SON 

FOUND OUT... 

wouldn't. There was Laxmi and there was 
Chirag, now growing into a young man. | 
had great plans for him. He would graduate 
and go abroad and return with a new found 
prosperity. | had slogged to give him every- 
thing in life and there was no turning back 
now. My hesitation must have conveyed it- 
self to Rosie in the imperceptible slacken- 
ing of pressure of my arms, because she 
asked sharply, ‘‘What’s wrong, Shekhar?” 

“Everything,” | replied. “Il am a married 
man with a young son, to whom | owe a. 
tremendous responsibility. His future 1s 
more important than mine.” 

She Igt me go and turned her face away. 
“V’'m sorry Shekhar. | suppose | brought it 
on. We must stop seeing each other. It will 
be best.” 

The next morning | saw her application, 
asking for a transfer to the Delhi office. | 
signed it and passed it on to the boss. In a 
month. during which Rosie was aloof with 
me, the transfer came through and the 
family left without so much as a word to 
me. When | realised they had gone, | com- 
bed heaven and earth to get her address. | 
had the office address of course, but | 
didn’t know where they stayed. | almost 
caught the next flight out there but held 
back only because of the scene Rosie might 
create if | appeared without warning in 
Delhi. 

The next few months were the most mis- 
erable ones | had ever spent. Laxmi must 
have sensed my misery because she asked 
me, “Is anything wrong?” 

“Nothing,” | said. “I have a headache.” | 

went and lay down. She came into the room 

and fussed over me. She was very worried. 

| had never been like this before. 

_ stick from her hands onto the floor. It leapt 

“Ill call a doctor,” she said. 

She was just going to lift the receiver, 
when a voice said, “Don’t!” | looked up. It a 
was Chirag. He had in his hands an air tic- , 
ket. | sat up in bed, suddenly alert. He | iz: 
knew everything. “8 

“He wants to go to Delhi,” said Chirag. by. 
‘He wants to leave us. Mother, why don't — 
you ask him why?” ~ 

“Why?” Laxmi asked like an automaton. 
1 did not speak. My lips were white. My 

face was pale. There was a lump in my 
throat. The son | had fondled on my knees, se 
now raised his voice angrily at me. He flui- 
tered the air ticket in front of my eyes. : 

“How do you think it looks, when an old 
man goes around making a fool of himself?” 
he cried. “Over a girl young enough to be 
his daughter.” Laxmi glanced from Chirag to 
me and back to him, not understanding 
anything. . 

“Go to the slut,” he said. “I’ve got you 
an air-ticket to Delhi. Spare us the humilia- 
tion of the scandal that’s rocking your whole __ 
office.” 

+) ae 

The truth hurt more because it came 
from my only son, on whom I had pinned 
every hope in the world and for whom 1 
was making this tremendous sacrifice. Didn’ 
he realize | was prepared to live with Laxmi 
for his sake? 

worry about me. | am fully capable of look- 
ing after myself and mother. You can wal 
low in your indiscretions and spare us the 
shame.” aan 

| raised my hand and slapped him. Nei- 
ther of us saw. that Laxmi had gone from 
the room. Chirag realized it first. “Mother, 
he cried. He was more attached to her than 
he was to me. He went in search of her. © 

We found her in the kitchen, pouring kero 
sene over her clothes. Chirag tried to wrench — 
the can from her hands. that was when he — 
got some on his clothes too. They struggled 
with the can for a few moments,’ the liquid 
sloshing madly on both of them. At last i 
was empty and_ she picked up the match-— 
box. Chirag tried to jerk the burning match- — 

from her hands onto his shirt front. The — 

kerosene-dowsed shirt flared into flames 
working down to his terelene trousers. We 

were all screaming together and this attrac- | 

ted the servants who had turned in for the — 

night. They came _ rushing from their quar- 
ters to see Chirag rolling wildly on the floor 
in a desperate. attempt to put out the fla- 
mes. 

The cook did a crazy thing. He picked up 

a bucket of water and before | could stop 

him, he had thrown the contents over Chi- 

rag. The fire went out with an angry hiss. 

But it took Chirag’s life. He died on the way 

to hospital in a screaming ambulance. Laxmi 

and | sat beside him in shocked silence. 

All this came back to me in the aftermath 

of the funeral as we drove through the rain- 

filled streets to the hospital where Laxmi 

lay in a state of shock. Though hers were 

the hands that lit the match, | cannot e@s- 

cape the thought that | was really responsi- 

ble for the tragedy. 
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CONFUSION 
IN PUNJAB 
aaa 

A few months ago, the noted 

Pakistani poet, Faiz Ahmed Faiz, 

was in Chandigarh for about 

four days. He was surprised to 

find the overwhelming affection 

of the people for him and the 

good understanding of his po- 

ems among them. He had _ not 

imagined so many persons here, 

__ young and old, would be intef- 

ested in Urdu poetry. This fact 
came out at various formal and 

informal gatherings. It was not- 

iceable that recitation of poems 

in the Punjabi language did not 
win the same applause as his 

Urdu compositions. And this is 

a region where there have been 
-s0 much agitation and fighting 
_ for Punjabi or Hindi! ; 

‘This city and the region — 
_ Chandigarh is the joint capital 

_ of Punjab and Haryana where 
he predominant languages are 

Punjabi and Hindi respectively 
— are confusing for anybody 
who wants to study the language 
phenomenon. The more you 
talk to the people, the more 
confused you get. There is no 
pattern, no logic,* behind what 

the people do or say. An English 
daily continues to have the lar- 
gest circulation. The same paper 

brought out its Hindi and Pun- 
_ jabi editions in August. Both are 
_ popular. A Punjabi paper of Jul- 
_ lundur, not far from here, has 

recently started publishing an 
edition in Urdu and it is equally 
popular, The Urdu papers of Jul- 

_ lundur continue to be a force. 

ix | asked an eight-year-old stud- 
__ ent of a public school here what 
_ language he liked. Rajesh’s rep- 
ly was typical. He spoke Hindi 

at home or with his friends, his 
parents are Punjabi-speaking, can 
manage to speak Punjabi if nec- 
essary, but finds English the easi- 
est. So he prefers his comics in 

English rather than in Punjabi or 
Hindi. Rajesh’s grandfather, a 
70-year-old retired professor of 
Mathematics, could explain it in 
an adult’s language. 

Mr. H. C. Malhotra speaks 
< Punjabi at home or outside, but 
he ilikes his morning paper 

; in English. He writes most of his 
letters in English, but in Hindi to 
his wife and one of his sisters. It 
is a question of convenience, he 
says. He has been teaching in 
English, speaking Punjabi. tt did 
not Involve any clash. But it is 
not the same Punjabi the cham- 
pions of that language talk about. 
He finds the words in both the 
Punjabi and Hindi news bulletins 
of AIR difficult to follow. So he 
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prefers the English news bulle- 

tin. 

That brings us to the basic 

question of convenience. ‘What 

is a language for?’’ more than one 

interviewee asked me. Convenient 

communication, they answered 

themselves. There will be no 

controversises if this concept is 

accepted. This is the thinking of 

the common man. Whether it is 

Harish, a young waiter in the 

Secretariat canteen, Kalu, a peon 

in a local office, or Sumitra, the 

sweeper woman, language is just 

an instrument of communication 

in, their normal life. They are all 
literate but not well-educated. 

They can speak Punjabi and 

L ' 

Hindi, and do so as the occasion 
calls for, and occasionally use a 
word of English without even 
knowing it is English. They do 
not understand why _ people 
fight over language. Harish comes 
from the hills of Almora, Kalu 
from eastern U.P. but they speak 
Punjabi if necessary. This, how- 
ever, does not make them pro- 
tagonists of Punjabi or any 
other regional language. 

But convenience is. not all, 
says Mr. Narain Singh, a well 
educated junior officer dealing 
with labour directly in a large 
establishment here. He has pas- 
sed through the mill and is self- 
made. Career is an important 
consideration while considering 
language, he says, and adds that 
English is best as it means better 
prospects in life. This is specially 
true for the middle class salaried 
people in towns and to some ex- 
tent middle class families in vil- 
lages, whose children hope to 
secure good jobs. Unless one is 
good in English, one might not 
do well in any field, at least to- 
day. And a_ middle-class man 
lives for today. He is not worried 
about which language would be 
more useful from the — national 
perspective. For his  liveli- 
hood today, English is the most 
useful. 

One has to think about the 
future of one’s children, said Mrs 

ay eee 

“ 

Neena Singh, belonging to a 

well-to-do family, who sends 

her two children to English me- 

dium schools. Asked about all 

the talk of love for the regional 

language and Hindi, the national 

language, she said it was noth- 

ing but politics for the big ones 

who merely talk about it and do 
not. practise it. And then she 

came out with a long list of such 
people who spoke for such lan- 

guages in public but sent 
own children to convents and 
public schools merely because 
of the English medium. While 
for some it was to prepare child- 

ren for future careers, or in case 

of daughters, for a good match, 

INGUAGE IS FOR 
COMMUNICATION... 
but which language? 

there were others who consider- 
ed education in English a status 
symbol, Mrs. Singh — said. For 

those who did not have to seek 
jobs, an English education was 
like possessing a TV or a fridge. 

Prof. B.S. Thakur, Head of the 
Journalism department, Punjab 
University, agrees on this point. 
Today, for instance, there are 
not enough text-books for journ- 
alism written and published in 
India in Indian languages. And 
even if they are provided, could 
our institutions afford to have 
different sets of teachers to im- 
part instruction in different lan- 
guages? he asked. 

Mr. Kulwant Singh Virk, a well- 
known Punjabi writer, feels there 
is enough talent in Punjabi for 
writing text-books, but talented 
people are ignored and the me- 
diocre patronised by those in 
power.. The result is that our 
languages do not develop as they 
should. He could not speak for 
other regional languages, but it 
was true at least in the case of 
Punjabi. A more systematic and 
scientific approach could develop 
our languages for their use in 
education up to any level. 

In brief, the theme of these 
and other people was _ simple 
enough: Controversies are for 
politicians. For the common peo- 

their . 

‘in Punjabi or Hindi, but 

ie Sagal 

ple it is merely a question of 
convenience and career. 

Civil servants can be made to 
do their work in Hindi or Pun- 
jabi, but they may not be able 
to give of their best. Nobody 
cares, however. The political 
bosses are happy that work is 
being done in the language they 
want and do not care to know. 
what the loss has been in the 
process. It is easy to have name- 
plates outside secretariat rooms 

those 
responsible do not know the in- 
convenience it causes to many 
who come to visit them but do 
not know the language concern- 
ed. 

It is unfortunate, but the fact 
remains that many people are 
not familiar with the regional 
language nor Hindi, nor is any 
serious effort being made to 
equip future generations. No 

doubt, more people knowing 

these languages are appearing on 

the scene, but most of them are 

just literate and not learned in 

those _ languages. Something 
therefore must be wrong with 

the system of education. Another — 

unfortunate aspect of the prob- 

lem in Punjab is that the ques- 

tion of language has been turned 

communal by politicians. A Sikh - 

is bound to support Punjabi pub- 

licly, while a non-Sikh will op- 

pose it. . 

These are the problems, prac- 
tical and psychological, and till 
they are sorted out, the position 
will remain more or less the 
same. English will continue to be 
preferred by those who rule, 
and Hindi and regional langu- 
ages will be the second choice. 
Others will accept whatever 
comes their way, and nobody 
ever cares for the views of the 
common man. 

P. Kumar 
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ENGLISH GAINING 
IN GUJARAT 
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Gujarat is in a middle position 
in the country, both geographi- 
cally and linguistically and it ap- 
pears to have followed the mid- 
dle’ path. Gujaratis are not averse 
to Hindi; in fact, Gujarati and 
Hindi are sister languages, very 
similar to each other. Thanks to 
the mass media — films and ra- 
dio — Gujaratis have been _in- 
creasing their knowledge of 
Hindi. 

Gujarat has accepted Hindi as 
the second language. A Gujarati 
child learns Hindi from the fifth 
standard in school to the tenth. 
He may drop it in the higher 
secondary school. It is no longer 
taught compulsorily in the col- 

- leges. Had Hindi been accepted 
as the national language, Gujarat ' 
would not have been a loser. 

A housewife in Gujarat is hap- 
py if she knows Hindi because 
she can communicate with _ ne- 
ighbours from different provinces 
easily. Mrs. Uma Ghoda asserts 
that her Hindi came very useful 
to her when = she _ travelled 
to the South of India _ with 
her family. Mrs. Malagi, a 
housewife come to live in 

. Gujarat from Karnatak, finds her 
own knowledge of Hindi (she 
studied it in her childhood apart 
from the school curriculum) 
sufficient to get along in Gujarat. 

_ In markets or offices, among ne- 
ighbours and newly made __ fri- 
ends, she can talk in Hindi and 
finds that people respond to 
her in the same language. 

The Gujarat government con- 
ducts examinations in Hindi for 
newly recruited staff. A govern- 
ment servant has to pass the ex- 
amination in three attempts and 
within twa years, or his annual 
increment is stopped. A non- 
Gujarati speaking person has to 
pass examinations both in Hindi 
and Gujarati. The examinations 
are conducted by the Director- 
ate of Languages of the Gujarat 
Government. 

If Hindi develops, people may 
not need English, but. till 
then, says Prof. Ramesh M. Bhatt, 
co-ordinator of the H. K. Centre 
for Professional Training run by 
Gujarat University, Gujaratis will 
have to learn English. Gujarat is 
being isolated by neglecting En- 
glish. Gujarati students find it dif- 
ficult to get in anywhere. Gujarat 
has almost earned notoriety by 
turning its back on English. The 
Centre runs classes for office 
management, business manage- 
ment, financial management, sec- 
retarial practice, public competi- 
live examinations, etc. and in 

Eve’s Weekly, Mar. 3 — 9, 1979 

Ia oe ee es 

ak, a 
» Rta os 

* 

-English as the third 

tg ee, Oe EIS ee : 

of these courses English is 
compulsory. 

The syllabus is devised in con- 
sultation with professionals and 
according to the needs of a par- 
ticular course. Students’ know- 
ledge of English is weak and 
they have to improve it. English 
Is the language of the Central 
Government administration, and 
is also used extensively by au- 
tonomous corporations, by busi- 
ness houses and by all who 
deal with other states within the 
country. It is in demand for in- 
ter-state communications and 
also for international communi- 
Cations. 

English has been the language 
of the Central administration in 

Principal Fr. Eric Condillac of 
Xavier's High School, Loyola 
Hall, has to reject a large numb- 
er of applicants every year; his 
school is considered the “town’s 
best” among English medium 
schools. Gujarati parents now 
demand English medium for their 
children. Analysing the Causes, 
he says that now parents seem 
to feel that without a knowledge 
of English their children will not 
he able to compete on an equal 
footing for plum posts. And 
English now has prestige value. 

Again, if some children in a 
family are learning in English, 
other children too are sent to 
English medium schools. Person- 
ally speaking he does not con- 

For the lay citizen, language is 

for communication and convenience. 
Though he prefers his own language for the 

former, it is English that gets him jobs and status 
Pe, ea oe ee ee Ee Es 

India since British rule started, 
and it continues to be that. So 
Gujaratis find themselves at a 
disadvantage compared to others, 
because the Gujarat govern- 
ment’s policy has been to teach 

language 
from the eighth standard. Scho- 
ols were given the option to 
teach it from the fifth or eighth, 
but it had to be taught in extra 
time and no grant was admiss- 
able for teaching English. Thus 
English teaching was discouraged 
and students failed to realise the 
harm done to them by the neg- 
lect of English. 

But now they have awakened 
to their handicap and so_ the 
pendulum of reaction has swung 
to the other extreme. At Ahme- 
dabad there is an increasing de- 
mand for English medium 
schools and a _ demand for 
classes that exclusively teach 
English. English improvement 
classes are run by many 
agencies. Father Lewis, who looks 
after such courses offered by the 
Xavier Institute, finds the de- 
mand ever-increasing. The stud- 
ents are mostly graduates look- 
ing for jobs or, if in jobs, aspir- 
ing for promotion. Their age 
group is roughly speaking, 20 to 
30, a couple of them are in their 
forties. They need _ remedial 
courses in grammar and practice 
in speaking English. 

-penditure is 

sider English-to be the right me- 
dium for education. It is not re- 
lated to a child’s life, and so the 
study appears irrelevant to the 
child. So it would be better if 
English is taught as one of the 
subjects from the sixth standard. 

This need is felt by many, and 
the Gujarat government, during 
the time of the Governor’s rule, 
recommended that English may 
be taught optionally from the 
sixth standard. This teaching was 
considered admissable for grant 
and from June 1977, English is 
taught in most schools of Gujarat 
as a subject. Dr. Mrigavati Shah, 
Dy. Director, State Institute of 
Education, says that since the ex- 

considered ‘“ap- 
proved” many district schools 
are offering this subject. Teach- 
ers had to be trained and the 
Education Technology Cell of 
the government helped in this. 
Primary school teachers were tra- 
‘ined. a series of radio lessons 
were prepared, support material 
was distributed and grants were 
given to schools to buy books. 
The teachers responded enthusi- 
astically and so, now a teaching 
“module” is being prepared with 
audio-visual! aids and = support 
material to help the teaching of 
English in all schools of Gujarat. 

Those aspiring for higher stud- 
ies find English an absolute nec- 
essity. Dr. Saroj Patel, a practis- 

ing paediatrician and hon. pro- 
fessor in the medical college, 
considers it a must for medical 
students. To keep in touch with 
the latest researches a doctor 
must know English. Dr. Bhanu- 
ben Trivedi, Principal of the 
Pharmacy College, Says that En- 
glish is needed to teach the sub- 
ject as Hindi or Gujarati do 
not have the necessary vocabul- 
ary nor is there a quick translat- 
ing system as is found in Cze- oh 
choslovakia where she secured 
her * doctorate. 
firms work in collaboration with 
other countries and so it is im- 
possible to think of making do — 
without English. So pharmacy ae 4 
students have to learn  Eng- 
lish for one year.. . 

Prof. Malagi, Head of the Eng- 
lish department, Gujarat Univer- P, 
sity, believes that dropping En- 
glish is trying to put the clock — 
back. One does not de-Indianise 
oneself by studying English. It’s 
no use being hostile to English, 
he says. We have inherited Eng 
lish, so why not take the fulles 
advantage and learn about other 
cultures through it? he asks 

One might wonder then, who 
does not want English in Gujarat? 
The answer lies deep in the phi-. 
losophy of education. Do all 
need to study English? The de- — 
mand for English is the demand — 
of the elite, the two per cent 

who go in for higher education. _ 
How about the masses whose 
first feed is to be literate in their 
language? ae 

And what about the students? © — 
Shaunak Parikh, general secret- — 
tary, St. Xavier's college, studies — 
for the B.Sc. and he picked up — 
English only last year because he 
needed it badly to talk and to 
read more. Mukhesh Amin, a _ 
medical student, found himself — 
the leader of the class because ~ 
he was the one who could talk — 
in English! Jayesh Varma, an ex- — 
member of the Welfare Board — 
of the Gujarat University, study- 
ing Engineering, feels that his 
command of English ought to 
be better than what it now is. 
His command of the language 
helped him to become the lead- 
er of the All-India Mountaineer- 
ing camp, but he feels that it is 
not enough to compete for a 

seat in national institutes. 
To those who want to reach 

beyond their state or pursue 
higher studies, English is a must. 

To others Hindi may be enough. 
Regional language, the mother 
tongue is getting richer with the 
help of the other two—Hindi and 
English. Ninety-eight per cent of 
Gujarati students are happy 
studying it and through it, other 
subjects. 

Ela Pathak 
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“Continued from page 11. 

adjusted to this style of life be- 
autifully, utilizing — the extra 
hours on their own to make 
more complete women of them- 
selves, more liberated, more in- 
dependent, more responsible 
and more useful. They find more 
time for kids, more time to at- 
‘tend to household chores. and 
more time to attend to the mil- 
lions of things they enjoy. 

Usha Abraham's example pro- 
ves that the extra time she now 
has, on account of Alex’s frequ- 
ent out-of-town trips, have en- 

_abled her to do something that 
she’s been longing to do for 
nearly a decade now. Ever since 
she completed her M.Sc. in Nut- 

_tition, she’s been determined 
to do her Ph.D., but with _ first 
marriage, and then the kids tak- 

ing up all her spare time, she 
couldn’t squeeze in time _ for 
even a regular teaching job, leave 
alone her Doctorate. Fortunate- 
ly, the Abrahams have always 
been posted in big cities, and 
that is why Usha has never been 

lonely while Alex was = away. 
“Now, it’s mainly because he is 
away so much that | find life is 

much simpler and | have time 
on my own. If he wasn’t travell- 

_ ing so much, he might have re- 
sented my working” (she is 
teaching at the Institute of Hotel 
Management, Catering Techno- 

a _ logy and Applied Nutrition) ‘but 
now he looks at my profession 

more sympathetically. Yes, it is 
definitely secondary to my other 
duties as wife and. mother, and 

although | would have worked 
even if he was in town day _ in 
’ and day out, ! would have been 

able to do so against a lot more 
opposition. He knows I’m not 

the «social butterfly kind, so | 
would need something more 

substantial to keep me occupied, 
and, this seems just after my 
heart. 

“Frankly, even though many 
wifes won't admit it, this — the 
being away from each other for 
spells of time — is what holds 
many marriages together. There 
is a little freshness about the 
relationship — it’s almost as 
good as new every time,” she 
explains. 

“Let’s get this clear,” she con- 
tinues, “just because I’ve 

- got myself so organised, it 
doesn’t mean that there aren’t 
any minus points in this setup. 
_ They are plenty — like we have 
no set routine, not even for the 
children. It’s one way when he 
is here, and quite another when 

he’s away. The kids suffer. Even 

when he’s in town, try as much 

Ae: 

as we may, the kids get left out 
quite a bit. But even then 1 
wouldn't ask him to change his 
job, for among other things, to 
a large extent, it’s really let me 
grow the way | want to,” she 
concludes optimistically. 

“His job requires this exten- 
sive travelling, and he enjoys it, 
so | would not interfere. Besides, 
as everything in life requires 
adjustment, | consider being so 
much on my own a part of his 
job, and have decided to accept 
it as such,” says Shashi Vig, the 
wife of a senior executive in the 
export department of a commer- 
cial house. Her daughter was 
busy with her dance lesson, and 

IT BACK! 
There’s nothing 

| as delicious as 

ing and preparation kept us quite 
occupied. This is now being 
continued by some other mo- 
thers.” Then, Mrs. Vig did a sec- 
retarial course, and is a trained 

medico-social worker. Now she 

Is again either found embroid- 
ering, (an old interest rejuvenat- 
ed) or attending gymnasium clas- 
ses.-Of course, when her  hus- 

band is in town, she misses out 
on these. 

“1 think we all ‘pamper’ him 
more because he is away so of- 
ten. | overlook a lot of his short- 
comings, as | am sure he does 
mine. We don’t take each other 
for granted and realise how much 
we mean to each other. I! get 
much more time with the kids, 
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the mother was supervising it, 
as part of her routine. She says 
being on her own “left me very 
lonely in the beginning, and 
then, everytime he was out I'd 
find an additional responsibility 
On my _ shoulders. But soon 
everything fell into a pattern, 
and | had plenty of time. |! start- 
ed off by catering to my daugh- 
ter’s school — a friend and | 
would make snacks for nearly 200 
girls every morning. The plann- 

e 
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and to compensate for their fa-* 

ther not being here very much, 

| tend to take them out a great 
deal.” 

* * * 

The chain of Danai Bookshops 

— two in Bombay, one each in 

Madras and Pune .— has as its 

manager-cum-buyer attractive 

young Deera Kitchlu. She’s the 

kind of person who is a jack of 

all trades. Before coming to 

Bombay, she was running a rid- 

ing school, teaching poor child- 
ren, and working at an antique 
shop, al! in Delhi. “And by now 
lam quite geared to being away 
from Nitin for nearly half the 
month. When we were just mar- 
ried, | wouldn’t step out on my 
own much in the evenings, but 
now I’m pretty well 
During the day the bookshop 
keeps me busy, and the evenings os 
| either spend at an Indian clas- — 
sical music concert or with fri- 
ends. And | like keeping a be- — 
autiful house, so a lot of time, — 
thought and energy goes in that 
direction. Although we have very 
similiar interests, there are a few —_— 
things which | feel I've been 
forced into or vice versa, so now 
| have the perfect solution. 1 
deal with my kind of things in 
my own time,” she says. “Now 
| feel one is just looking for mo- 
ments to be together. Yes, we 
do go out when he’s in town, — 
but that is cut down to the bare 
essentials. Earlier, I'd religioust 
write letters to him whenever 
was out of town, mostly abro 
but they'd invariably get re-— 
directed and get to him after he 
returned,” she laughs. Deera 
chalks out a complete schedul 
for when he is away, and just ir 
case he comes back a bit earlier, 
it all just goes ‘phut’. i... 

organised. E 

* * 6 

What N.B. hates about being 
on her own is her social life be- 
ing curtailed. “Suddenly 1! have 

_all. these restrictions on m 
whereabouts.” She is working a 
a Consulate and her husband i: 
in the Gulf, “mainly to mak 
good money now. | don’t wan 
him to be slogging when he i 
45. Now is the time. So, he too 
up this job after much though 
and consideration. | have no re- 
grets about it. What is a year o 
two In a lifetime of together- — 
ness? Besides, it’s all for our own 
future,” she says. Once having 
got this clear, N.B. took up her — 
present job to keep herself oc- 
cupied, and along with this, she 
finds plenty of time to attend — 
concerts, sewing and embroidery — 
classes, bridge sessions, and 
yoga lessons. “Imagine trying 
to find time for all this, had he x 
been here. - 

“There still are moments when 
| say, ‘why the hell did | agree” 
to this contract, | should just © 
pack up and join him. And then 
) recall his saying, ‘I’m going 
away to save for you and Zia 
(our daughter) and if the two 
of you come over, the whole 
purpose will be defeated.’ And 
then | ask myself what the hell 
1 am cribbing for. | sure am 
keeping myself happily occu- 
pied,” she says. 
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- A_ two-day state-level 
seminar organized recently 
by the Delhi Administra- 
tion on “Women and De- 
velopment” highlighted 
three major issues — em- 
ployment, health -and edu- 
cation of women. Almost 
all the speakers thought 
that in spite of slight im- 
provement, social constra- 
ints and. taboos continued 
to effect the lives of wo- 
men in all these three sph- 
eres. Even’ in the socially 
developed city of Delhi the 
problems existed in a large 
measure. | 

In recent years women 
have made _ substantial in- 
roads in the work force. In 
the middle class the preju- 
dices against working wo- 
men are slowly and surely 
lessening. Whereas in 1971 
the percentage of working 
women in Delhi was 4.7, 
today it is 25 per cent. . 
There is a spurt in the edu- 
cation of women. But un- 
fortunately the range of 
job opportunities has rem- 
ained limited. 

Dr. Shailaja Chander, 
Director of Training and 
Education, Delhi, said that 
although many women 
wanted to get vocational 
and technical training, only 
about 25 per cent of the 

_ demand could be_ met. 
There was just one polytec- 
hnic exclusively for wo- 
men. Mrs. Chander sugges- 
ted that women should 
explore opportunities of 

self-employment in insur- . 
ance, sales of consumer 

goods, domestic industries 
such as tailoring and food 
preservation, tourism and 

interior decoration. She 
strongly recommended the 
formation of a special cell 
for women at the state 
level, and also urged the 
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awareness 

THE NEED FOR 
AWARENESS 

in many public and private 
hospitals, 37.1 per cent of about 
the child deliveries in Delhi 
were done by untrained the facilities 
persons. “Our major duty health services 
therefore is to create an_ planning. 

ANNOUNCING THE WINNERS OF OUR CHILDREN'S 

DRAWING CONTEST 

among women 
problems 

nancy and to make use of 
provided by 

sigh though, that 60 per 
cent of the couples in the 
state were conscious of 
family planning,” said Dr. 
Sharma. 

Dr. (Mrs.) Nanda said 
that Adult Education should 
be geared to impart in- 
come-generating projects, — 
in slums and rural and ~ 
backward areas. The Delhi — 
Administration was going — 
ahead with this project in — 
its 14 resettlement colonies. _ 
Vocational training would — 
be imparted to women and © 
marketing facilities created 
Creches and balwadis sho- 
uld be attached to all the 
centres. 

Dr. Nanda felt that the — 
problem of school drop- — 
outs was a giant-sized one. — 
There were more girl drop- — 
outs as parents felt it was — 
more important for the — 
boys to get education and — 

chores. She suggested that 
education up to the tenth 
class should be free f 
girls. Not only that, th 
uniforms and other mate 
ial needed should be sup 
plied by the school autho- — 
rities. er 

Pushpa Han 

The diamond jewellery shown 
in the cover photograph of 

“the Eve’s Weekly issue dated 
February 17, 1979, is by Tri- 
bhovandas Bhimji Zaveri, — 
Bombay. a 

The photograph of tennis 
player Rina Einy in the same 
issue is courtesy Sportsweek. — 

reservation of a quota for . 
women at training institu- 

We are pleased to.announce the winners of our children’s drawing con- 

test, which brought in a delightfully large number of entries: 

FIRST PRIZE: SATISH SABAPATHY Madurai 
Reading his paper on SECOND PRIZE: JEYALAKSHMI, Madurai 

Health, Dr. O.  P. Sharma, THIRD PRIZE: DENNIS TARAPOREWALA, Bombay 
Director of Health Services, SPECIAL MENTION: G. YAMUNA, Bangalore 
Delhi Administration, said — RUMA NAIR, Darjeeling 
that a large number of wo- 
men died following preg- 
nancy complications. In 
spite of there being 81 
maternal and child health 
centres and special wards 

KUMAR RAMAKRISHNA, 

The six drawings will appear in our issue dated March 31, 1979. 

The prize-winners will each receive a gift parcel of books 

and a gift hamper from Weikfield Products. 

from India Book House 
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30MBA : 
Mrs. Homai H. Mehta, Presi- 

dent of the National Institute of 

Personal Secretaries (NIPS) India, 

has become the President of the 

Association of Secretaries in 

Asia (ASA) for 1979. This is the 

first time an Indian has attain- 

ed this prestigious office. 

ASA is a federation of secre- 
tarial organizations at the na- 
tional level in all member coun- 
tries of Asia. 

Mr. Mehta is the Faculty & 
Administrative Co-ordinator of 
Sir. J. J. College of Commerce, 
which is a leading Secretarial 
College in Bombay, and is the 
founder-member of NIPS. 

& > s 

The Save Bombay or Bombay 
Bachao Committee, along with 
the British Council Division and 
the Museum Society of Bombay, 

sponsored an exhibition ‘Con- 

cerning Buildings—Conservation 
in Great Britain’. The exhibition 
showed how the present stra- 

tegies for conservation of histo- 
rical buildings and precincts in 
Britain evolved through the 
Middle Ages to the 19th cen- 
tury, often through contentious 
democratic processes. 

The Save Bombay Committee, 
has been working to create ‘an 
enlightened public opinion re- 
garding the total environmental 
situation in Bombay.” 

* ¥ x. 

Primula Pandit, noted potter, 
held an exhibition of her work 
recently. Unusual bottles, jars, 
bowls and ceramic murals and 
plaques were on display in na- 
tural and beautiful colours. Pri- 
mula’s first exhibition was in 

1957. She studied in the Sir 
J. J. School of Arts and has 
worked under famous masters 

abroad. In 1970, she founded 
the Indian Studio Potters Asso- 

ciation. Marg says of her:”... 
one of the few international pot- 
ters who has grasped the mean- 
ing of pottery and sculpture.” 

s & we 

“Our concern for _ children 
should not be confined to the 
International Year of the Child,” 
said Mrs. Gulshan Ewing, Editor 
of Eve’s Weekly and Star & 
Style as she inaugurated ‘Ad- 
venture Playground’ set up by 
the Ladies’ Wing of the Andher: 
Jaycees, for the children of ‘The 
Haven’, a residential school for 
mentally retarded children. Mrs. 
Ewing said that children’s parks 
will be able to help them dev- 
elop their bodies and expose 
them to nature. 

Mrs. 

thy, the guest 
Jayalakshmi 

of honour on 

the occasion, lamented the fact 
that politicians and governments 
do not have time to work for 
the betterment of children. 

Winners of the Indu Sakrikar 

Katha Spardha 1978 (Short story 
competition in Marathi) recei- 
ved their prizes from Mr. Sharad 
Pawar, chief minister of Maha- 
rashtra. The competition was 
only for women. The first prize 
went to Mrs. Urmila Prabhude- 
sai from Dombivli, the second, 
to Mrs. Pushpa Medhekar from 
Nagpur, and the third to Dr. 
Manasi Kanekar, Thana. 

The judges were Prof. Sarojini 

Krishnamur- 

of oe 

lit es 
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1. Mrs. Gulshan Ewing (at mike) inaugurated 
‘Adventure Playground’, a children’s park set 
up by the Ladies’ Wing of the Andheri Jaycees 
for mentally retarded children. Seen on the 
occasion are from left Kalpana Maheshwari, sec., 
Ladies’ Wing, Vimala Somaiah, past president, 
Chandan Dedhia, chairman, Jayalakshmi Krish- 
namurthy, guest of honour, Tutu Moniz and 
Mr. Moniz, directors, ‘The Haven’ and Mr. 
Tarasingh Nagpal, president, Andheri Jaycees. 
Seen at left are the children. 

2. Pavia M. Roth of Indiska, Sweden, seen with 
senior director Mrs. Hemrajani of Shivhem 
Fashions Private Limited, at a reception hosted 
by Shivhem Industries in Delhi. 

3. Judith Fernandes, star athlete of St. Anne's 
_ ‘ppt Bombay, inaugurates the School’s 

nual sports events, while the rinci 
Mother Columbiere, looks on. se 

4. Mrs. Dharmishta Desai receiv es a prize nr the highest collection in small savings irae r. Bhanjibhai Patel, Gujarat’s minister for small savings, at a function arranged in Ahmedabad. 

: 
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Vaidya, Mrs. Mrinalini Desai, 
noted writer and = Mr. Madhu 
Mangesh_ Karnik, famous short 
story writer. Mr. Vijay Tendul- 
kar, who presided over the 
function, observed that from his 

experience of women’s’ writing, 

he felt that women writers fa- 

ced and expressed reality more 
boldly than male writers. 

* * * 

The St. Anne’s high School 

(Fort) held a novel athletic meet 
this year. Managed entirely by 

the students, the president of 

the meet was their star athlete, 

Judith Fernandes, winner of 40 

medals in various. sports events 
held all over India. Judith who 

inaugurated the meet was recei- 

ved by the principal Mother 

Columbiere, and the head girl. 

The School arranged this for the 

International Year of the Child. 

prt 

Mr. Thambert of the Ali In- 
diska Utaliningen, Stockholm, 
Sweden, who is a great promot- 
er of Indian handicrafts and gar- 
ments in Sweden, was on a visit 
to India along with 23 managers 
and owners of his stores to fami- 
liarise them with India and some 
of the products they promote. 

Mr. Hemrajani of Shivhem 
Fashions and) Mrs. Hemrajani 
hosted a barbecque dinner in 
honour of the Swedish guests, 
where they met heads of the 
fashion trade in the Capital. 

x 4 * 

‘Autumn Changes’, a specta- 
cular fashion show presenting 
the autumn collection of Indian 
garment exporters was presen- 

ted at the Ashoka Convention 
Hall. Styles of 24 exporters were 
exhibited in the show produced 

and presented by ‘Swank’ India 
and directed and choreographed 
by audio-visual experts Premin- 
da Sen and Prem Kapoor. A 
stage with wood-tones caught 
the mood of autumn and set off 
the garments to perfection. 

ALCUTT: 
Mother Theresa and her Mis- 

sionaries of Charity organised a 
novel enjoy-and-learn program- 
me in observance of the _ Inter- 
national Year of the Child. 

Conducted by the Traffic Tra- 
ining School, the realistic show 
was conducted with toy cars, 
miniature buses and other veh- 
icles moving with abandon with 
a bland disregard for traffic ru- 
les, with resultant collisions and 
accidents. Tiny toy ‘children’ 
obstructed traffic routes by play- 
ing football and cricket to add 
to the general disorder. About 
10,000 children from the less 

aon ia 
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privileged sections, enjoyed the 
show. The State Governor, Mr, 
T. N. Singh was present and 
Cardinal Picachy read a blessing 
sent by the Pope. 

Dr. Pramilatai Tople, Minister 
of Health and Family Welfare, 
Government of Maharashtra, laid 
the corner stone of the out-pat- 
ient department building of Dr. 
V. M. Medical College and Hos- 
pital. 

The building will be construc- 
ted at the cost of Rs. 35,00,000. 
It will also have a biochemistry 
and clinical pathology laboratory 
open round the clock. The major 
feature of the function was that 
Dr. Tople personally did a ‘Tub- 
ectomy’ in accordance with her 
practice that every formal func- 
tion that she attends, must be 
preceded by a family planning 
operation. 

5. Mrs. Havovi G. Dotivala garlanding the Aus- 
tralian Premier, Mr. Malcolm Fraser when a 
delegation of the Indo-Australian Society cal- 
led on him while he was in Bombay recently. 

6. Dr. Pramilatai Tople, Maharashtra’s Minis- 
ter for Health & Family Welfare, unveils the 
corner stone of the Dr. V. M. Medical College’s 
out-patient department in Sholapur. Looking 

on are, from left, Maharashtra’s Minister for 
Labour & Tourism, Mr. S. K. Shinde, who pre- 
sided over the function, Mr. Pathare, chief 
architect, Government of Maharashtra and Dr. 
R. N. Dubey, Dean of the Hospital. 

7. Mrs. Renuka Roy (left) inaugurated an ex- 
hibition held in Calcutta by Women’s India 
Trust (WIT), Bombay. Here she is seen with 

Mrs. Kamla Tyabji, founder of WIT. 



(Mar. 22 — Apr. 20) 
_ Mercury moves into your sign and the next 

(Sige ee 

FOR THE WEEK MAR 4 — MAR. 10th 

John Naylor 

IF IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY THIS WEEK: 

i hat, at times during the coming year, 
It is true that, oon 

and be unwelcome; 

rather than continue along present lines. There 

for the trees. However, you can be sure 

changes may be forced upon you, 

self, but it is right to alter course now, 

is nothing to be gained by clinging too rigidly to the past. 

will see the picture ahead clearly — and will like what 
between the old and the new, 
heart-searching. There is a need to curb expenditure, except 

might be torn two days, 

tional, you will do some 

on necessities, or on a sound financial venture which although 

months, ensures future prosperity. 

ARIES 

few weeks should be a lively and amusing 

Planets on the Midheaven 
_ chart are a good indication for your worldly 

lots a 

al 

Fs 

rial 

/ 

~ period. You'll find yourself in a delightful 

flurry of activity and it could mean a special 
_ celebration. A carefree period ahead, 

TAURUS 
(Apr. 21 — May 21) 
_ Things are building up nicely for you and 

‘in a few weeks time your plans and hopes 
will get a boost 

transits. This week, 
___ changeable but will be light-hearted | 

GEMINI 

2 
from helpful 

your scene 
planetary 
is a bit 

(May 22 — June 21) 
of your Solar 

aims and ambitions. You are in a progres- 
> “sive period which will reach peak condi- 

tions as your 1979 birthday draws near. 
This will be a busy week with new people 
entering your scene. 

CANCER 
 GQune 22 — July 23) 

You might not have had much cooperation 
_ lately but your stars are twinkling brightly 

“now and luck is flowing your way. Recent 
irritations should have faded and your 
popularity will start to rise. If unattached, 
a new love is on the way. 

LEO 

(July 24 — Aug. 23) 
Should you need to spend on a special 
item, Wednesday is your best day but, as far 
as you can, put off buying for a few weeks. 
Make do until the end of March if you 
can. It is not a time to gamble either, or 
“4 take too much heed of friendly financial 
ips. 

VIRGO 
(Aug. 24 — Sept. 23) 
You'll get on best if you accept the fact 
that life and people will not be easy to 
handle for a few weeks, will tend to give 
rise to minor irritations, bring problems 
into your set-up, generally. Should some- 
one be depleting your confidence, remove 
yourself from their influence if you can. it 
is just a temporary downtrend. 
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‘position to your sign 

you might not be able to see the wood 

are getting somewhere. Some 
others you will instigate your- 

By your next birthday you 
you see. In romance, you 
and, being by nature emo- 

a struggle for some 

LIBRA 
(Sept. 24 — Oct. 23) AN A 
A busy social scene but you may not find 
time to enjoy all the pleasing distractions 
that offer. Mercury ‘moves’ into adverse 

until the 27th, this 
transit mostly affecting those born in Sep- 
tember. Don’t expect people to be reliable 
always. Try to curb a restless mood. 

SCORPIO 
(Oct. 24 — Nov. 22) 
Loving stars are affecting you and will make 
life fun for some weeks ahead. The social 
scene will be busy. A generally lucky time, 
with some new’ meetings of promise. If 
born around the 12th, there could be an 
opportunity out of the blue between now 
and April which improves your prospects. 

SAGITTARIUS wes 
(Nov. 23 — Dec. 22) 

Careerwise, a special target is now within 
reach and a personal wish too. Ambitions 
are aided by the present starry pattern 
and new contacts or unexpected informa- 
tion will be invaluable. Cultivate — friend- 
ships, for fun as well as profit. 

CAPRICORN 
- (Dec. 23 — Jan. 20) 

Life is pacy but enjoyable, also rather 
lucky. It will profit you to open your mind 
and your heart to fresh possibilities. No 
need to be nervous if you made changes 
recently. Your ideas are right and your 
judgment, as always, good. 

AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 21 — Feb. 19) 
Your scene will have been lively, perhaps 
exciting, lately but you can relax now un- 
der the influence of Venus in your sign. 
This gentle star will add 
also make you feel and look good. 

PISCES 
(Feb. 20 — Mar. 21) 
You can sometimes be lacking in confid- ence, so letting others take the prizes that should be yours. It is time to come out of your shell and take a more positive ap- Proach to life and people. In this respect, your stars will aid you and it is a good time to start something new. 

_well’as their parents. 

3) 

to your charm, 

HOMES FOR DELHI'S 
ORPHANS 

Continued from Page 43 

The Delhi Administration also runs an Ob- . 

servation Home and a Children’s Home for =~ 

girls where similar facilities are provided as 

in boys’ institutions. |t also has two Counsel- 

ling and Guidance Bureaus in two most back- 

ward areas to give guidance to children as 

Miss Nirja Kumar, a clinical psychologist, — 

has recently started giving advice to problem 

children as well as their parents in a clinic 

able to compete with their rich classmates.” 
Nirja says that children from broken homes — 
also have serious problems and feels’ that 
there is a great need for boarding schools 
with a lot of extra-curricular activities so 
that these children are kept busy and away 
from home environments. “Problem child- 
ren,” she says, “are usually very intelligent 
and over-sensitive, but their emotional dis- _ 
turbance overshadows their intelligence and — 
they develop split personalities. Parents do — 
not know how to handle these children and 
the problem is exaggerated. They must con- © 
sult qualified people before a child gets be- 
yond help.” 

The Child Guidance Experimental School 
in Rajendra Park, New Dethi,. admits child- 
ren who have some emotional, psychologi- 
cal or behavioural problems. It has helped ! 
about 800 children during the last 22 years. _ 
It also provides counselling service to par- 
ents. But because of lack of space, the 
school cannot admit more than 40 children 
at a time, and only very acute cases are gi- 
ven admission. Evenings are meant for the 
guidance of parents of problem children. © 
The Director of this institution, Mr. Jagat 
Singh, is seriously involved in helping these 
children and gives lot of personal attention 
to them. 

Summing up the needs of all the children, 
Mr. Tripathi, Programme Officer, Central 
Social Welfare Board, says that “an integrat-— 
ed approach to the welfare of a child is a 
must. If proper care is taken of the children 
at an-initial stage, we will not require so. 
many homes in the future. But the problem 
is SO enormous that it will take some time 
before any appreciable impact is felt. Im- 
mediate priority has to be given to the poor 
children. Dissatisfaction of a child on any 
score — it may be due to economic strain, 
it may be due to neglect or parental tiffs at 
home — if allowed to mount usually results 
in delinquents. The society does not have a 
responsibility only towards such children, 
but towards all normal children if it wishes 
to avoid more children turning into delin- 
quents.” a ae 5 
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To match a woman’s many lovely ways, 

Binny has more than one way with silk. 

Printed and plain chiffons, 

georgettes, soft silk and Sonata 

shot silk sarees; wedding sarees; 

printed and plain silk fabrics. 
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Hands meet to lend 
colour around. 

. Fabrics that lend # , colon back 
- 
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THE KHATAU MAKANJI 
| SPG. & WVG. CO. LTD., 
| Regd. Office: Laxmi Building, 6, Shoorji Vallabhdas Marg, 

Bombay 400 038. % ; 
Mill: Haines Road, Byculla, Bombay 400.027, 

Wholesale Shop: Mulji Jetha Market, Bombay 400 002. 
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